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FOR YOUR JUNE DIARY

Tue 3" — GSLs’ Forum Tue 24" — Ethics Meeting

Thu 5" — Chief Comm/Training Meeting Thu 26™ — DCs Meeting

Tue 10" — Beavers Committee Meeting Thu 26" - Heritage Meeting

Thu 12" — CSLs Meeting Fri 27" — Pasta Night at 1900hrs at IHQ
Thu 19" — Executive Meeting Sat 28" — Rovers Seminar

POINTS TO REMEMBER

The Heroes in our Groups
Aids to Scoutmastership B.-P. 1920

The Scoutmaster who is a hero to his boys holds a powerful lever to their
development, but at the same time brings a great responsibility to himself. They are
quick enough to see the smallest characteristic about him, whether it be a virtue or a
vice. His mannerisms become theirs, the amount of courtesy he shows, his
irritations, his sunny happiness or his impatient glower, his willing self-discipline or
his occasional moral lapses — all are not only noticed, but adopted by his followers.

Therefore, to get them to carry out the Scout Law and all that underlies it the
Scoutmaster himself should scrupulously carry out its professions in every detail of
his life. With scarcely a word of instruction his boys will follow him.

1. The Chief Scout takes up new responsibilities related to Youth and the Arts
By Mr Mario H Calleja Commissioner for Public Relations

Although most of you would by now have already heard the news, it is, however, with
pleasure to announce that the Chief Scout, Mr Vincent Cassar, has only recently
been appointed by the Prime Minister to the post of Permanent Secretary in the
newly established Ministry for Youth and the Arts. The Hon Jesmond Mugliette is the
Minister responsible for this Ministry, which amongst other matters deals directly with
all aspects related to youth affairs.

The Chief Scout is a Perit (Architect and Civil Engineer) by profession and
has been involved in a variety of large scale public construction projects that
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have been carried out during the last thirty (30) years both in Malta and in
Gozo. Born on the 27 January 1947 at Valletta he studied at the St Joseph
School in Valletta and later at the Lyceum at Hamrun. It was precisely at the
latter school that he commenced his Scouting career as a member of the
Lyceum Group.

In 1971 he graduated from the University of Malta with the degree of Bachelor
of Architecture. Following a two year period in private practice as a Perit he
then joined Government service in October 1973 as a Junior Architect and
Civil Engineer rising to occupy in 1992 the highest post within the Public
Works organisation, that of Director General, which post he has ably and
actively occupied since then.

As stated above Mr Cassar has now been assigned the duties of Permanent
Secretary within the Ministry for Youth and the Arts. This Ministry that has
only recently been established deals with all aspects relating to Youth, Sport,
the Arts, Theatre, Music and Cultural Heritage. It is the Ministry that has under
its wings the Youth Co-ordinating Committee on which Committee the Scout
Association of Malta is also represented.

It is of extreme significance to record that an active member of the Scout
Association of Malta, more importantly so its Chief Scout, has been entrusted
with this responsibility that among other matters includes the management of
an area that is so crucial to the further development and well-being of youth in
Malta.

We wish our Chief Scout every success in his new appointment.

2. Association Records
By Mr Mario H Calleja Commissioner for Public Relations

Mrs Mariosa D’Anastasi has recently completed her work on the compilation of a list
of Awardees. She has managed to collect information as from January 1920. This
list is available for viewing from the Chief Commissioner and all are welcome to
check it out. This list has been compiled from various sources available at IHQ and
may have some missing information. Any Group or individual having additional
information is kindly asked to approach the Chief Commissioner so that this may be
added to the records. Another exercise in hand is the compilation of a list of persons
who received the Thanks Badge since 1981. Again additional information will be
appreciated.

3. St Michael School Scout Troop spends Easter Camp in Sicily
By Dr Geraldine Spiteri Rover St Michael's School Scout Group

Towards the end of April, members of the St Michael School Scout Troop spent its
Easter Camp at Camping Marinello, in Oliveri, Sicily. This is a beautiful area, just an
hour or so outside Messina, with some breathtaking views and an endless beach.
The troop organised cultural visits to Messina, Taormina and the beautiful old Roman
village of Tindari, which stands maijestically on top of a hill just above the campsite.
Indeed, the troop ventured to Tindari by hiking up the hill, which walk is generally
undertaken yearly by pilgrims from all over Sicily and ltaly on the 5™ of September,
which is the feast commemorating the finding of the black Madonna and Child.

The Troop also visited Mount Etna. Members and leaders who had visited the
volcanic mountain before were surprised at the drastic - even disastrous - changes
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effected by the eruption of 2001. A number of guest houses, bars/cafes and souvenir
shops no longer exist, and a number of roads have been destroyed. The cable car
connection was half-buried in lava. The Troop made the most of their trip there,
however, by hiking up the path, and then crossing ground to find a patch of snow.
Snow-games ensued, among much laughter and hilarity.

The Troop made contact with the local scouts, the Oliveri Scouts. In spite of the date
of the meeting being a public holiday - thereby entailing many members of the Oliveri
group being out of town - the group did its utmost to muster as many members as it
could. The Maltese Scouts were shown round the headquarters, and exchanged
information regarding practices, songs sung before and after dinner, and most
popular games. Scarves and other memorabilia were exchanged, and the Sicilian
group later joined the Maltese group for a pizza at a lido just before the beach. The
two Troops have exchanged willingness to host each other's Scouts and
headquarters in future.

The long trips between one place and another were punctuated by some traditional
campsite songs, which still ring through the travellers' ears though they have now
returned home. The entire camp has been a success, and now the Troop is looking
forward to eventually hosting their new Italian friends. What a way to spend Easter

4. 1I-Jum Dinji kontra d-Droga
Mis-Sur Joseph Caruana Segretarju Ezekuttiv Kunsill Lokali ta' Marsaskala

Is-sena li ghaddiet, il-Kunsill Lokali ta' Marsaskala bl-ghajnuna u |-kooperazzjoni tal-
CARITAS, organizza diversi attivitajiet biex ifakkar il-Jum Dinji Kontra d-Droga.

L-attivitajiet kienu diversi, minn tahditiet edukattivi sa Mixja fit-toroq prin¢ipali ta'
Marsaskala. L-attivitajiet kienu mmirati lejn it-tfal ta' l-iskola, zghazagh u genituri. |-
gofol kienet il-Mixja li fija hadu sehem diversi Ghaqdiet, rapprezentanti ta' Kunsilli
Lokali u Personalitajiet. Kienet Mixja ta' solidarjeta mill-aqwa.

Inkoraggiti mis-su¢cess ta' din l-inizjattiva u mill-htiega ta' aktar inizjattivi simili, il-
Kunsill Lokali ged jerga™ jahdem biex ghal darb'ohra jfakkar dan il-dum. Hija I-
intenzjoni tal-Kunsill Lokali li din is-sena fis-26 ta' Gunju Il-Jum Dinji kontra d-Droga
jkun imfakkar b'mod li jiehu xejra nazzjonali, billi jkunu mistiedna kemm fl-
organizazzjoni kif ukoll fil-partecipazzjoni dawk kollha illi jahdmu f'dan il-qasam.

Dawk il-Gruppi ta’ Scouts li jixtiequ jiehdu sehem ghandhom jikkuntatjaw lil-Kunsill
Lokali mill-aktar fis possibli.

5. Scouting Ireland

By Mr Vince Cassar the Chief Scout

We are delighted to inform you that at separate meetings in Dublin on the11th May
the two scout associations, Scouting Ireland (CSI) and Scouting Ireland SAl, voted in
favour of the creation of a single new association to be known as ‘Scouting Ireland’.

Formal negotiations began on a new association in 1998 and it is expected that the
new scout association, ‘Scouting Ireland’, will be formally launched on January 1st
2004 with work beginning immediately on the transition process.

6. Scouts Travelling Abroad
By Mr Franco Azzopardi International Commissioner

All groups or individual scouts travelling abroad are to advise the International
Commissioner of their travels. An IHQ form has to be filled in prior to leaving the
island, a copy of which will be found available at the international or administration



IHQ Bulletin 5/2003 May 2003

department at IHQ. It is only then that a letter of introduction can be issued to the
relevant group. The Association will not shoulder any responsibility for groups who do
not follow this procedure accordingly.

7. The impact of Scouting
By Ms Elaine Giorgio CSL Siggiewi Group

Scouting has a strong positive impact on youth. This is particularly noted in the
United States where rarely any Scout (present or past member) will ever appear in
court. This is corroborated by further research where in the United States, the
following statistics have been compiled:
http://www.planimetrics.com/~akela/document_pdf/info_pamphlet.pdf

1. Scouting alumni includes:

71% of football captains 65% of college graduates

65% of basketball captains 75% of military academy graduates
85% of students council presidents 85% of FBI agents

88% of newspaper editors 26 of the first 29 astronauts

89% of class presidents

2. For every 100 youth involved in Scouting:
1 will use Scouting skills to save his or her own life
8 will enter professions they first learned about through badge system
12 will had their first contact with a church
17 will continue in Scouting as adult volunteers
1 will enter the clergy

8. Zurrieq Group Easter activities
By Mr Anthony Zerafa Scouter-in-charge Zurrieq Scout Group

This year, a good number of members from the Zurrieq Scout Group participated in
various Good Friday processions.

For the past years members of the Venture unit has been taking part in the
procession at Zebbug. They were smartly dressed as Roman Soldiers playing the
drums and the bugles.

4 girls from the troop section joined the Poala Scout Group to lead Poala procession.

Troop members from the Qrendi and Zurrieq Groups teemed together and helped in
the carrying of statues at the Luga procession. The two Groups had already
participated together in the National Via Crucis at St. Vincent de Paul Hospital
organised by the R.T.K. Radio Station on the Wednesday before.

9. South District Cub Scout Cinema Day
By Mr David Schembri Commissioner for Human Resources & Support

On the initiative of the Paola Group Scout Leader Mario Frendo, Cub Scout packs
from the south district were cordially invited to attend the first ever “Scout District
Cub Scout Cinema day”

On Saturday 17" May 2003, no fewer than one hundred and fifty Cub Scouts from
the Paola, Qrendi, Tarxien, and Zurrieq Packs accompanied by their respective
leaders teamed up to watch a special presentation of the film “Jungle Book 2” at the
Eden Century Cinema at the Gallerija, Fgura complex. The film, a Walt Disney
cartoon representation based on Rudyard Kipling’s original Jungle Book was great
fun to watch, and clearly identified the different characters that Cub Scout Pack
leaders are so often named after.



IHQ Bulletin 5/2003 May 2003

However part of the day’s success must surely go to the manager of the Eden
Century Cinema complex, Mr John Schembri who together with his fine team of
dedicated workers left no stone unturned to ensure that all present thoroughly
enjoyed themselves.

Special Guests attending the film presentation were Doreen and Chris Cornell, Group
Scout Leader / Cub Scout Leader and Scout Leader of the 2" Wollington (St James)
Scout Group. The British Scout Leaders were truly impressed with the large turn out
and the behaviour of the different Cub Scout Packs. During the Film’s intermission,
the British Scout Leaders spoke to the various pack leaders and their members,
exchanging cub scouting experiences.

Prior to their departure, the Eden Century Cinema management handed out sweets
as a “special treat” to the entire district’s cub scouts.

10. Visit of Doreen and Chris Cornell, Group Scout Leader / Cub Scout Leader
and Scout Leader of the 2" Wollington (St James) Scout Group.

Dear Brothers and Sisters

Having accepted to participate in this year's Scout and Guide Annual parade prior to
our arrival to Malta, little did we know about Maltese Scouting save from what we had
learnt from the Scout Association of Malta’s web site. However things changed once
we arrived on your island home that truly welcomed us with open arms where ever
we went.

Participating in the said Scout and Guide Annual parade gave us a first hand
experience of Maltese scouts and guides and was clear evidence of the huge respect
that your association governs in Malta. We were personally extremely honoured by
the Scout Association’s invitation to allow us not only to participate in your parade but
also to actually fly our National and Group colours. The immense support shown to
us by the Maltese and British tourist alike was clearly indicative of the great bond that
exists between our two Scout Associations and Nations.

Visiting the Ghajn Tuffieha, Floriana, Rinella, Bahar ic-Caghaq, Mellieha and Zurrieq
Scout Camp sites allowed us to witness the efforts that the Maltese Scout Groups
and Association are playing in the establishment of “bridges” between your various
neighbouring scout associations.

In between visits to your historical sites we were given the opportunity to visit the
Marsa, Qrendi, Paola, Tarxien, Zurrieq, Rabat, Naxxar, and Qawra scout group
during some of their activities, We were additionally introduced to the District and
Assistant District Commissioners of the Malta Scout Districts as well as numerous
other Commissioners with whom we were made more than welcome.

We came to Malta to establish Scouting friends but returned having found in its scout
groups an extension of our “Scouting Family”. Thank you very much for your kind
hospitality, particularly the Leaders and members of the Qrendi Scout Group who
were our hosts through out our visit to Malta - “GRAZZI HAFNA HBIEB MALTIN”
(Many Thanks Maltese friends)

Doreen and Chris Cornell

11. Three Cross Award in First Aid — St John Ambulance
By Mr David Schembri Commissioner for Human Resources & Support

St John ambulance has recently announced a Three Cross Award in First Aid,
most suitable for scouting programs. The programme can be taught by
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anyone in possession of a valid St John Ambulance First aid certificate to their
scouts whose ages vary between ten and fifteen years.

The time required to fulfil all the course requirements varies and depends on
the actual amount of the students together with the length of each session.
Recommended durations for each award are as follows

The One Cross Award usually takes 1 to 2 hours
The Two Cross Award usually takes 3 to 4 hours
The Three Cross Award usually takes 4 to 5 hours.

The total costs involved are Lm 1.00 per student, covering the presentation of
a certificate and a badge. A booklet and “hand outs” are also available for use
by the students. A tutorial video is readily available at a cost of Lm.10.00 if
purchased, or can be borrowed against a refundable deposit from St John
Ambulance.

The program can be run at ones own Group’s Headquarters with the aid of a
video player and television that is required during three of the sessions.

Further information on the THREE CROSS AWARDS may be acquired by contacting
Mr. Franco J. Piccinino. Hon Secretary Marketing Director and Courses

St. John Ambulance 5 Independence Square Valletta VLT 12,

E-mail address: stjohnambulancemalta@msn.com

Telephone Number (Mobile) 7944 8310

12. New Website for Naxxar Scout Group
By Mr Teddy Farrugia GSL Naxxar

During a ceremony held at Naxxar Scout H.Q the Group Scout Leader Mr.Teddy
Farrugia officially launched the group’s Web-site www.naxxarscouts.org in the
presence of the Chief Scout Mr. Vincent Cassar and the Chief Commissioner Mr.
Godwin D*Anastasi on February 21th.

It has been the dream of the GSL for long to have a website for the group. With the
help of Aux Scouter Omar Caruana, this project now is on it's way. Mr. Caruana is
designing this website in his free time and free of charge. Still under construction, Mr.
Caruana is doing his very best for this project to our group. Thanks Omar!

Our group is fully equiped with 24hour internet service to all members with 3 pcs free

of charge. With this website the Information

Section of our group will be completed. [ )
9

13. Roverway2003

By Mr Edward Vella Commissioner for Rovers.

Roverway2003 is a European gathering for )@Xmalt‘a \

Ventures and Rovers which will be held in K you S

Portugal between the 31st July and the 11th
August of this year. A total of 16 members from our Association will represent Malta
during this event. The contingent consists of 9 members of a team and 7 staff. The
members representing Malta come from Mosta, Rabat and Mellieha groups. The
contingent will be led by the commissioner for Rover Scouts Edward Vella. The
Maltese contingent was given the name Malta Youths and a logo for this occasion
was designed by Manuel Bonnici from the Mosta Venture Unit.
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This event will be attended by 2100 participants and 100 staff coming from 29
European countries. The Camp in Portugal is divided into two parts. During the first
part the members of the team will be situated in Madeira Island, situated at the South
side of Portugal, with members from, Spain, France, Slovenia and Hungary. This
community will be asked to create a project during the first 5 days of the camp. There
will be 50 of these communities, which in the end they will all return to Lisbon to
celebrate the success of these projects together.

14. Complimentary Museum passes for Scout Groups
By Mr David Schembri Commissioner for Human Resources & Support

Heritage Malta, the newly established entity responsible for Maltese Museums, has
recently withdrawn all complimentary tickets pertaining to the former Museums
Department and at present have no intention of having these replaced in view of
eliminating abuses in their use.

Following lengthy negotiations between Heritage Malta and the Scout Association on
this subject, scout groups and their members can avail themselves of free access to
historic sites by submitting a formal request beforehand to the department
concerned.

Official requests in writing indicating the dates, site and anticipated numbers making
up the group during the visit, are to be addressed to Heritage Malta, Auberge de
Provence, Republic Street, Valletta (Attention Mr. Yusef Baldachino). Fax No. 2124
3628

Scout Groups are encouraged to make use of this service and assist in the promotion
of our National Heritage by including such cultural visits in their scouting calendar.

15. Appointment News
By Mr Godwin D’Anastasi Chief Commissioner

¢ ERRATA CORRIGE.
Appointment 29/2003 - Ms Marie Claire Camilleri, of the Mellieha Scout Group was
erroneously listed as an Auxiliary. Her appointment should read Acting Leader. We
regret and apologize for the error.

o WITHDRAWAL AND CANCELLATIONS OF APPOINTMENTS.

031/2002 Martin Camilleri Acting Leader St Michael
055/2002 Vincent Farrugia Acting Leader Attard
056/2002 Carmelo Bonett Acting Leader San Gwann
058/2002 Doreen Borg Acting Leader San Gwann
059/2002 Eric Borg Acting Leader San Gwann
060/2002 Clarissa M Soler Acting Leader San Gwann

e APPOINTMENTS
The Chief Commissioner has approved the following Appointments with effect from
10th may 2003.

37/2003 Martin Camilleri ASL St Michael
38/2003 Carmelo Bonett AVSL San Gwann
39/2003 Dolores Borg ARSL San Gwann
40/2003 Eric Borg ASL San Gwann
41/2003 Clarissa M Soler ACSL San Gwann
42/2003 John Peel IHQ Auxiliary Central Dist
43/2003 Maria Zammit Acting Leader B'Kara
44/2003 Mark O'Neill Acting Leader Zebbug
45/2003 Vincent Farrugia ASL. Attard
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16. Medal Presentation Boxes
By Mr Godwin D’Anastasi Chief Commissioner

The Chief Commissioner would like to inform after various requests, a trial limited
number of medal presentation boxes have been received for sale. These are selling
at LM5 each and can be bought directly from the Chief Commissioner.

17. Heritage Award Sub Committee.
By Mr Godwin D’Anastasi Chief Commissioner

The following members have accepted to form part of the said sub committee.

Ms Therese Camilleri, Rover Scout, St Michael Scout Group, Mr Mario H Calleja,
PRO and GSL St. Venera Scout Group, Mr Vincent Tanti, AGSL, San Gwann Scout
Group, Mr Leslie Bonnici, Commissioner Cub Scouts, Mr John Micallef Engerer,
Commissioner Venture Scouts, Mr. Edward Vella, Commissioner Rovers, and Mr
David Schembri, Commissioner Human Resources and Support. Mr Joseph Chetcuti
is representing Din I'Art Helwa Council.

This Sub Committee is to conclude its task by end July 2003.

18. Annual Camporee.
By Mr Godwin D’Anastasi Chief Commissioner

As previously mentioned, the dates for the next National Camporee are from Friday,
29th August 2003 to Sunday, 7th September 2003. both days included. The venue
will be the Ghajn Tuffieha International Campsite. First information will be given at
the next GSLs Forum to be held on Tuesday 3™ June 2003

19. New Cub Programme.
By Mr Leslie Bonnici Commissioner for Cub Scouts

It has been for over two months that the Cub Program was launched. With great
pleasure a large percentage of the Packs are following the new Cub Program with
great success. There are still some badges which are still at the manufacturer and
are not yet received by The Scout Shop, these will soon be available un due course.
As was explained during the transitional course held during February, the Child
Leadership system has changed. Sixers and Second Sixers still exist, and these
cubs have specific duties within their own six. Since the Sixer and Second Sixer are
on a rotating system and their term varies with the Program cycle, the Sixer and
Second Sixer flashes are no longer to be worn by any cub. This is very important. It
is useless to give a cub a Sixer/Seconder flash and after a period of time or an
activity that particular individual must remove It. It was noted that during the Annual
Scouts and Guides Parade there were many cubs still wearing these flashes.

Please do follow the instructions at the end of the cub book regarding the positions
with which cub badges must be worn.

Last but not least there are still a small number of Packs who have not yet bought the
cub book or instructed there cub members to buy the cub book. As was explained
last February this is a personal book on which each cub must work his/her progress.

A very well done goes to all those Packs who are doing a great effort to work on the
'new' Program with different perspective and a holistic approach.
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20. North District Seminar
By Mr Adrian Borg District Commissioner North

Inadvertently a very important detail was missed with regards to this Seminar. In fact
Mr Ray Darmenia was instrumental in its organisation and we would like to thank him
for his commitment during this Seminar.

21. News from the Marsa Group
By Mr Alex Cutajar Scout Leader 1% Marsa Scout Group

e Chief Scout Award
Congratulations go to Gilbert Savona and Malcolm Attard for there achievement.
Well done to both.

e Troop Easter Camp
This was organised at Ta Qali from the 22™ up to the 26™ April. The Camp was
organised on a patrol basis with each patrol having its own program of activities
which included the cooking. Activities included, projects, gadgets, games and of
course Holy Mass and the campfire.

22. Leaders to go Bowling
By Mrs Pauline Cefai Azzopardi Stella Maris College Scout Group

After the success of the Bowling evening for the Venture Units and Rangers and on
the initiative of VSL Twanny Bugeja, the Stella Maris College Scout Group is now
calling all Scout and Guide leaders to get together for a relaxed evening together. All
those who are interested are to confirm by not later than the 10" June. The details
are as follows

e Each Team is of 5 members
Scout Groups may form more than one team
Teams may be made up from different Scout Groups
If some unit does not have enough participants, older Ventures/Guides may
take part.
The fee is of Lm2.00 per player
The Venue is the Eden Superbowl at Paceville
The date 13" June
The time 1830 hrs
Trophies will be awarded for 1 2" & 3™ places
A shield will be kept by the winners for one year.
Closing date for registration 10" June

Any enquiries may be referred to either VSL Twanny Farrugia 7943 5143 / 21
435043 / 21 418029 or GSL Pauline Cefai Azzopardi mjpcefai@maltanet.net

23. Request by Malta Red Cross
By Mr Charles Bajada Commissioner National Events

The Malta Red Cross Society is holding it's annual Challenge swimming event on the
22nd June 2003. The swim will finish at Cresta Quay Beach Club St Georges Bay at
around 1200hrs. It would be appreciated if a Scout band can be available to meet
and escort the swimmers as they come in. Transport will be provided by the Red
Cross. Any Group which is interested can contact Mr Orazio Zahra on Mob
79594382 or contact Charles Bajada National Events Commisioner on Mob
99240988.
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24. National Venture / Rover Scouts Community Service.
By John Micallef Engerer Commissioner for Venture Scouts and Edward Vella Commissioner for Rover
Scouts

On the 25" Nay a number of Venture and Rover scouts, together with members of
the Malta Red Cross, got together at Chadwick Lakes to help out the Mtarfa, Rabat
and Mosta Local Councils to keep the lakes on the outskirts of these towns clean.
This event was organized by the two Commissioners together and was done for the
first time on this site having carried out clean-ups on the Vittoriosa Bastions for five
consecutive years. These events have always been popular with these sections
which gives them the chance to do community service and at the same time enjoy
the countryside for a good cause. This year it was a bit of a disappointment as only
members of the Zurrieq Unit and Stella Maris College Crew were present. More
effort has to be done in order to make these activities a success.

Those present had in fact a hard time to clean up the lakes from all kinds of
unwanted material such as parts of motor vehicles, car seats, tyres, barrels, a
refridgirator, bottles and cans, scattered pieces of wood and many empty snack
packets.

The Mayor of Mtarfa and local council members present on site praised the work
done by all and thanked all for their commitment. The Commissioners would like to
thank all for their hard work and exemplary behaviour.

Well done to all.
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