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01   POINTS TO REMEMBER

Lessons from Geese

Fact 1:

As each goose flaps its wings, it creates an 
"uplift" for the birds that follow. By flying in a "V" 
formation, the whole flock adds 71% greater 
flying range than if each bird flew alone.

Lesson:

People who share a common direction and sense 
of community can get where they are going 
quicker and easier because they are traveling on 
the thrust of one another.

Fact 2:

When a goose falls out of formation, it suddenly 
feels the drag and resistance of flying alone. It 
quickly moves back into formation to take 
advantage of the lifting power of the bird 
immediately in front of it.

Lesson:

If we have as much sense as a goose, we stay in 
formation with those headed where we want to 
go. We are willing to accept their help and give 
our help to others.

Fact 3:

When the lead goose tires, it rotates back into the 
formation, and another goose flies to the point 
position.

Lesson:

It pays to take turns doing the hard tasks and 
sharing leadership. As with geese, people are 
interdependent on each other's skills, capabilities 
and unique arrangements of gifts, talents or 
resources.

Fact 4:

The geese flying in 
formation honk to 
encourage those up 
front to keep up their 
speed.

Lesson:

We need to make sure 
our honking is 
encouraging. In groups 
where there is 
encouragement, the 
production is much greater. The power of 
encouragement (to stand by one's heart or 
core values and encourage the heart and core 
of others) is the quality of honking we seek.

Fact 5:

When a goose gets sick, wounded or shot 
down, two geese drop out of formation and 
follow it down to help and protect it. They stay 
with it until it dies or is able to fly again. Then, 
they launch out with another formation or catch 
up with the flock.

Lesson:

If we have as much sense as geese, we will 
stand by each other in difficult times as well as 
when we are strong. 
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02  From the Chief Commissioner
Mr Godwin D’Anastasi

APPOINTMENTS
The Chief Commissioner has approved the following appointments with effect from 1 st February 2006.

005/2006 Chantelle Cassar Seguna Asst. Cub Scout Leader Gzira
006/2006 Brendon P. Cassar Seguna Acting Leader Gzira

With effect from 1 st March 2006

013/2006 Amanda Seguna Acting Leader Gzira
014/2006 Amanda Borg Acting Leader Gzira
015/2006 Daniel Cuschieri Acting Leader SMC
016/2006 Keith Camilleri Acting Leader SMC
017/2006 Nathaniel Farrugia Acting Leader SMC
018/2006 Mario A. Attard Acting Leader SMC

With effect from 1 st April 2006

019/2006 David Schembri Inter. Commissioner IHQ
020/2006 Joseph Zerafa Asst. Scout Leader Fgura

CANCELLATION OF APPOINTMENTS
The following appointments have been withdrawn and cancelled with effect from 1 st February 2006.

001/1997 Natasha Gatt Cub Scout Leader Tarxien
040/2002 Christian Gatt    Acting Leader St. Augustine
065/2003 Chantelle Tonna Acting Leader Gzira

With effect from 1 st April 2006

014/2001 Charles Bajada   National Events Comm. IHQ
050/2005 David Schembri   Asst. Inter. Commissioner IHQ

WARRANTS.

The Chief Scout has approved the following Warrants with effect from 1st April 2006.

W001/2006 Dione Cauchi Band Master Marsa
W002/2006 Alex Cutajar Scout Leader Marsa
W003/2006 Robert Gonzi Group Scout Leader Fgura

TERMINATION OF APPOINTMENTS.

At present an effort is being made to compile an 
electronic version of all appointments issued since 
1936.  It is unfortunate to notice that while 
appointment commencement dates are in existence, 
few or nobody at all bothers to inform anyone at IHQ 
when a scouter leaves or changes his status.  This is 
most unfortunate since proper compiling of records 
cannot take place  and would thus hinder the 
obtainment of useful information.  You are all urged to 
check your Group lists and update the Chief 
Commissioner with any information regarding this 
important data.

GONE HOME.

During the month of March, we regret to inform that 
Major Victor Castillo, who used to be the 
Association’s Chief Scout, was called to eternal rest.  
The passing away of both fathers of Mr. Charles 

Bajada and Ms. Anita Muscat also occurred during 
the same month.

While offering our condolences to their next of kin, 
everyone is kindly reminded to remember them in 
their prayers.

THANKS.

Mr. Charles Bajada who until recently was 
Commissioner in charge of National Events has 
tendered in his resignation.   Charles was 
synonymous with the organization of all events held 
locally and many a time he also helped out together 
with his wife Maria at various other events held at any 
level.  Needless to say he always strived to do his 
best even when going through various personal 
problems and pressures.  Charles will be joining a 
local Group to keep on giving his contribution as best 
he knows. I would like to thank him and his wife for 
offering all their help whenever it was needed. 
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CONGRATULATIONS. 

Mr David Schembri, who until recently occupied the 
post of Asst. International Commissioner, has now 
been given charge of the International Desk as the 
Association’s International Commissioner.  David is 
very well known for the work he has done with 
regards to bettering the international relations both 
locally and abroad.  He has traveled extensively and 
wherever he has been, he proved to be a very 
worthwhile ambassador for our Association.  I ask you 

all to join me in wishing him all the best in his new 
appointment.  

FOR EVERYONE’S ATTENTION.

During some of my recent visits during the holding of 
various events, I have unfortunately noted with regret 
that some of our members were making use once 
again of camouflage clothing.  This is not in 
conformity with our regulations and everyone is 
directed to desist from such practices.

03   National Rover Camp
Mr Edward Vella – Commissioner for Rover Scouts

This year Rovercamp was held at the Ghajn Tuffieha 
National Camp Site between the 10th and the 12th of 
March. A total of 56 rovers showed up at the camp 
some time or another and the Groups represented 
were; Hamrun, Zurrieq, Mosta, Rabat, San Gwann, 
St Aloysius College and St Michael’s School. 
Although the weather was not perfect, all the 
activities were carried out as planned. This year’s 
theme of the camp was amalgamated with the Gift 
for Peace Project and thus “sharing the nation’s 
issues” was intended to remind our Rovers that the 
issue of Trafficking Human Beings is also our 
concern. 

Definitely the most successful activity took part on 
Saturday morning were all rovers present were 
asked to build a massive pioneering project. Each 
team was assigned to build his part and at the end 
all parts where merged together to form one large 
assembly. The camp kicked off on Friday by the 
launching of the Gift for Peace project by the 
Assistant Chief Commissioner, Dr Arthur Azzopardi. 
A follow up talk was carried out by Rover Therese 
Camilleri. The night ended by the participants 
watching the famous film Hotel Rwanda.

Mid-day on Saturday was dedicated for the famous 
cooking competition and particularly this year the 
standard level was absolutely high. How can I forget 
Zurrieq’s Awrat displayed on an open bamboo stick? 
And what about Mosta’s lamp garnished with the 
famous duck made by an apple? Despite all this St 
Michael’s School 3 course meal was judged as the 
best dish. I can admit that I have never tasted a 
better hot chocolate banana in my life. Rover Giusti, 
and Mario did a great job and they deserved to win 
this competition.

The afternoon was spent by each group presenting 
challenging command tasks. Some of these tasks 
will be carried out in a workshop during Roverway 06 
which is going to be held in Italy next August. At 6.30 
Mass was celebrated by the Commissioner for
Religious Dimension Fr Briffa, who despite the bad 
weather turned up to provide us with a perfect 

religious service. He related all his prayers towards 
people with special needs especially those related with 
refugees. The peak of the camp was reached on 
Saturday night were the Crews were asked to make a 
presentation of their best practices that they carry out 
during the year. It was important to notice how Rovers 
are working in their own groups but it was impressive to 
learn how much community work is being carried out by 
some of them. As like in the previous years a 
photographic competition was held and this year it was 
won by the Hamrun Group. The theme of the picture had 
to be related with that of the camp. The pictures 
presented will now be used during the finalisation of the 
Gift for Peace Project.

A treasure Hunt within the area was organised on 
Sunday morning. All rovers had the opportunity to 
select a partner and participate in a scouting spirit in 
this game. Amongst the clues which were given in 
Maltese the Rovers where asked to go to historical 
places and retrieve important information about 
them. They were also asked to provide strange 
items such as different types of leaves, the longest 
potato skin and different type of snails.

During the closing ceremony, the Mosta Rovers where 
awarded the Crew of the Year of 2005. This award is 
presented annually during the Rovercamp to that Crew 
that has showed a better edge over the rest of the other 
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Crews. Mosta this year carried out community service 
outside the group, contributed towards Eurojam in 
England with two members within the international staff 
and showed great commitment throughout Rovercamp 
2006. They have also registered 6 of their members to 
participate in Roverway 06 in Florence. 
Finally I would like to thank the members of the 
committee, Mr Charles Bonnett and Mr Godwin 
Giusti, all the commissioners who gave a visit to the 
camp, the Chief Commissioner and the Chief Scout 
for the support and finally but not least all the 
participants.

Please be informed that the new membership 
badges for Rovers have just been approved by 

the Association and now can be worn on the 
uniform on the left hand side of the shirt just below 
the international badge. As from now on only these 
membership badges are to worn and any old 
versions must be replaced immediately. Please be 
reminded that the green epaulettes are to 
accompany the new badges which can be obtained 
from the Scout Shop. The membership badge can 
be assigned by either the Rover Co-ordinator or his 
representative to members of the crew who have 
completed the 6 month period as a squire. For 
further information do not hesitate to contact me at 
edvella@maltanet.net

04   Gzira Scout Group 15 th Anniversary
Ms May Cassar – GSL Gzira Scout Group 

A typical Spring Sunday was the perfect setting on the 26th March for the district parade which was held in Gzira 
to celebrate the 15th Anniversary of the Group.

590 scouts from Gzira, Iklin, Mellieha, Mosta, Naxxar, Pembroke, Qawra, San 
Gwann, Sliema, Stella Maris, St. Julians and St. Michaels honoured the group with 
their presence and packed Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish Church. Mass was 
celebrated by Fr. François Mifsud PO, ex chaplain of the Bologna Scouts – Italy and 
Fr. Jesmond Pawley Group Scout Leader Qawra.

The parade which was lead by the San Gwann Group band went through several 
streets in Gzira. This was greatly appreciated by the residents of the area who watched in admiration. Many 

tourists came out of their hotels to have a better 
view and listen closer to the four scout bands 
marching by.

The salute was taken by the Chief Scout, Chief 
Commissioner, Deputy Chief Commissioner and 
other commissioners.  A short speech was given by 
the Chief Scout who latter presented Group Scout 
Leader May Cassar with a memento for the Groups 
15th anniversary.  Hons. Mrs. Dolores Christina and 
Hons. Dr. Francis Zammit Dimech as well as other 
dignitaries where present for a reception which was 
held at Gzira Scout Headquarters.

Our thanks go to all the groups who participated in 
this event, especially District Commissioner Pierre 
Mangion and Group Scout Leader Adrian Borg of 
San Gwann Group who helped us make this 

occasion a success.

05   Malta Scout Fellowship
Mr A A Tortell – Hon Secretary

The following were elected to form the Fellowship 
Executive Committee for the year 2006/2007.

Chairman Mr J M Cassar Naudi
V/Chairman Mr J Grech
Hon Treasurer Mr F R Flynn
Hon Secretary Mr A A Tortell
A/Hon Secretary Mr E C Azzopardi
PRO Mr G Kelly

Members Ms M Collet, Mr L Naudi, Mr 
G Bilocca

All ex-Scouts, friends and supporters of the Scout 
Movement are invited to join the Fellowship.  Scout 
Leaders are requested to bring to bring the fellowship 
to the attention of parents of Scouts within their 
Group and encourage them to join the Fellowship.  
Those wishing to join are asked to contact the Hon. 
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Secretary on Tel 21332293 or at 3 Peprina Court, 3 
Nicolo Isouard Street, Sliema, SLM 04

The Malta Scout Fellowship was formed in 1993, when a 
number of ex-Scouts felt that they could still could be of 
service to the Scout Movement.

The main aim and objective is to support and assist the 
Scout Association of Malta through voluntary assistance 
by helping in activities organised by the Association.

The Fellowship which has a Managing Committee 
elected by its members organises various activities 
such as talks, discussions and get-togethers.  All 
these activities are held either on a Tuesday or a 
Thursday.

06   From the Commissioner for Venture Scouts
Mr John Micallef Engerer – Commissioner for Venture scouts

National Camping for Venture Scouts

The year 2006 National Venture Scouts' Camp was held 
between the 30th March and 2nd April 2006, at the 
International Scout Center at Ghajn Tuffieha. A total of 
54 Ventures together with their leaders were present and 
hailed from the Cospicua, Mosta, Naxxar, Rabat, St. 
Aloysius College, St.Augustine College Air, St. Michael's 
and Xghajra Scout Groups. 

The programme included a visit to the Civil Protection 
Department Fire and Rescue Station at Xemxija, 
command tasks, camp oven building and cooking, an 
orienteering night hike, gadget building pioneering 
projects, a scavenger hunt, talks and discussions, and a 
campfire. Rev. Fr. Anton Briffa said Holy Mass on 
Saturday evening.

The Deputy Chief Commissioner Dr. Arthur Azzopardi, 
the Assistant International Commissioner Mr. David 
Schembri, and The Director for Programme and Training 
Mr. Leslie Bonnici, visited camp and also had the 
opportunity to meet new venture scouts and their 
leaders. Both the Deputy Chief Commissioner and the 
Director for Programme and Training gave talks and 
discussed with all present upon a chosen topic. Ms. 
Therese Camilleri, Acting Venture Scout Leader of the 
St. Michael's Venture Unit gave one of the talks. 

The Commissioner for Venture Scouts would like to 
thank all those present for their participation and good 
behaviour and discipline shown all throughout the camp. 
Last but not least, a word of thanks also to all those who 
helped in the preparation of the event and especially to 
Mr. Ray Darmenia, Director for Administration and Mr. 
Charles Bonett, I.H.Q. Service Team for the great help 
they have been.  Well done to all.

Venture Arm Badges

May I inform you that with immediate effect the round 
arm badges, the Venture Badge that used to be worn on 
the left arm to denote a Venture Scout, have been once 
again authorized to be worn on uniform. Please note that 
Ventures are to continue to wear the shoulder 

epaulettes. Venture Scout Leaders please take note 
and adhere to these instructions and inspect uniforms 
for any other badges not permitted to be worn!

Venture Scouts Policy, Organisation and Rules, 
Part 2

May I also remind you that the Maltese version of 
the Policy, Organisation and Rules, Part 2 for 
Venture Scouts have been published months ago 
and only a few Venture Units have picked up a 
copy. Those Units wishing to have a copy may 
contact me to collect one form I.H.Q. Copies are 
also being distributed during the meeting.

Venture Scout Awards

Venture Scout Leaders are encouraged to keep the 
Commissioner for Venture Scouts informed on all 
progress of their Venture Scouts so that proper 
recognition is given and published. Venture Scout 
Leaders are also encouraged to provide the 
necessary activities for their Units to be able to 
work on the Awards.

Venture Scout Leaders or Leader in charge 

All Group Scout Leaders are kindly asked to keep 
the Commissioner for Venture Scouts informed of 
any changes in leadership of the Units. It is being 
felt necessary to update the list of Venture Scout 
Leaders. Difficulty is being found when sending 
mail and some Venture Units are not being 
informed accordingly with any meetings or 
activities. Group Scout Leaders please do comply 
with this instruction for the good of your Venture 
Unit!
Venture Scout Leaders Camp 2006

May I remind you that a Venture Scout Leaders 
Camp is being organized as from the 26th to the 
28th May 2006. More information will be 
communicated in due course. This is being held in 
conjunction with the Training and Programme 
Department. Please leave these dates free to 
attend this event.  

07   National Scout Camp 2006
Mr Leslie Bonnici – Commissioner for Training
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On the long weekend between the 28th April and the 1st

May, seven Scout Troops took part in the 2006 edition 
of the National Scout Camp which was held at G�«�D�M�Q��
Tuffie�«�D���&�D�P�S�V�L�W�H��

The participating Troops were Fgura, Sliema, San 
Gwann, St. Agustine, Lyceum, Qawra, Iklin and Gozo. 
In all there were approximately 120 Scouts and Leaders 
camping on site.

The camp kicked off on Friday evening when Troops 
arrived on site and pitched tents. On Saturday and 
Sunday, special activities were organised on different 
parts of the campsite and patrols had the chance to 
take part in a number of different activities organised by 
the leaders.  The activities included code-breaking, 
water-rockets, kite-making, rounders, wood branding, 

pottery, t-shirt painting, sinnets and rope-making, 
amongst others.

On Saturday night, the leaders gave the scouts an 
unusual evacuation exercise as an introduction to 
the viewing of the film Hotel Rwanda, as part of the 
Scout Association’s Gift for Peace Project. The film 
was shown on a big screen and was very well 
received.

On Sunday Night, the camp closed with a brilliant 
campfire followed by a very active disco.

During the closing ceremony on Monday morning, 
the scouts thanked Commissioner for Training 
Leslie Bonnici and the team of leaders for the time 
and dedication needed for the organisation and 
running of the camp.

Some of the activities 
that took place 
during the camp.
Clockwise
Rope making
Pottery
Water rockets
Semaphore

We are preparing the next issue of the Bulletin.
Please send us information, news, activities and updated calendar of events.

Editor: Mario H Calleja
Articles in this Bulletin 
may be reproduced 

provided the source is 
quoted
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