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POINTS TO REMEMBER
K8 THE wooD BADGE

How many times have we heard the term Wood
Badge holder. What exactly does this mean and
where did it originate from?

How do Trained Leaders show that they have
attained their Wood Badge?

What does it signify and why did our Founder, Lord
Baden Powell instil it?

Answers to these questions can now be answered

with the write up shown below that was found on the internet.

I hope it will make very good and informative reading.
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FROM THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER
Mr. Godwin D’Anastasi

APPOINTMENTS

The Chief Commissioner has approved the following appointments

With effect from 1 ' January 2009.

001/2009 Jurgen Gatt AVSL Fgura

With effect from 1 ' February, 2009.

002/2009 Robert Gonzi Comm. Admin IHQ
003/2009 Edith Camilleri ACSL Victoria
004/2009 Elvio Briffa GSL San Gwann
005/2009 Moira Camilleri Support Leader Siggiewi
006/2009 Fiona A. Picton Support Leader Siggiewi
007/2009 Erika Micallef CSL Attard
008/2009 Jonathan Callus Aucxiliary San Gwann
009/2009 Carmel Bajada AGSL San Gwann
010/2009 Victoriia Galea Support Leader B'Kara

CANCELLATION AND WITHDRAWAL OF APPOINTMENTS.

After the compilation of this year's Census returns, any names that were not re-registered are now
being considered as terminated Appointments and therefore they have been withdrawn and
cancelled. Others follow the norm, that is, cancellation of the existing Appointment on the issue of a
new one.

With effect from the 1 ' January 2009.

010/1994 Mario Bugeja CSL Naxxar
009/2004 Andrew Ellul VSL Sliema
045/2004 Paul Bellizzi Acting Leader SMC
002/2006 Matthew Sammut Acting Leader Tarxien
031/2006 Matthew Sammut Acting Leader Cospicua
037/2006 Mark Darmanin Asst. Comm. Fin. IHQ
002/2007 Clifton Vella Auxiliary [B / L] Cospicua
004/2007 Anton Pisani SL Fgura
005/2007 James Balbacchino Support Leader Fgura
008/2007 Kleaven Maniscalco Support Leader Fgura
009/2007 Alan Frendo Support Leader Fgura
010/2007 Jurgen Gatt Support Leader Fgura
062/2007 Mariella Darmanin ~ ASL Zurrieq
064/2007 Odette Caruana Support Leader Zurrieq
068/2007 Susan Brincat AGSL B’'Bugia
005/2008 Lawrence Sciberras Auxiliary Victoria

With effect from the 1 °' February, 2009.

056/2003 Robert Gonzi GSL Fgura
038/2004 Doreen Borg RSL San Gwann
068/2004 Jonathan Callus VSL San Gwann

070/2004 Elvio Briffa AGSL San Gwann
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072/2004 Eric Borg SL San Gwann
028/2005 Edith Camilleri Acting Leader Victoria
009/2008 Carmel Bajada GSL San Gwann
019/2008 Erika Micallef ACSL Attard
WARRANTS.

The Chief Scout has approved the following warrants.

W001/2009 Antoine Vella CSL Marsa
W002/2009 Mark Catania AGSL Marsa

ERRATA CORRIGE.

Mr. Adrian Farrugia, appointment number shown as 074/2008 should read 075/2008, and Ms.
Katriona Cassar, appointment number shown as 075/2008 should read 076/2008. Also due to an
unfortunate misunderstanding Mr. Paul Galea’s name who is an Appointed Auxiliary with the Rabat
Scout Group was cancelled on the 1* March 2007. Please be informed that he has been reinstated
under his previous appointment number 22/2001.

While apologizing we regret any inconvenience.

FOUNDER'S DAY — FRIDAY 20 ™ MAY 2008

DECORATIONS AND AWARDS — 2009

The following members were presented with their respective Award by the Chief Scout, Mr. Vincent Cassar
during the Founder’s Day reception held at I.H.Q.

CHIEF SCOUT'S COMMENDATION FOR MERITORIOUS CONDUCT - FOR CONDUCT
INVOLVING A HIGH STANDARD OF COURAGE, ENDURANCE, IN ITIATIVE AND DEVOTION TO
DUTY, OFTEN UNDER SUFFERING.

MR. MATTHEW CHETCUTI VENTURE SCOUT RABAT

THE ASSOCIATION AWARD - IN RECOGNITION OF ONE'S WORK, SERVICES, PERSONAL
INVOLVMENT AND DEDICATION IN AN OUTSTANDING AND EXCE PTIONAL CHARACTER IN
FURTHERING THE AIMS OF SCOUTING ON A NATIONAL AND | NTERNATIONAL LEVEL.

MR. GODWIN D’ANASTASI CHIEF COMMISSIONER [.H.Q.

SILVER ACORN - FOR SPECIAL DISTINGUISHED SERVICE OVER 20 YEARS IN A
WARRANTED POSITION.

MR. MARK A. PIZZUTO COMM. OF FINANCE I.H.Q.

BAR TO THE MEDAL OF MERIT — FOR FURTHER SPECIAL GOOD SERVICE OVER 15 YEARS.

MS. MARIOSA D'’ANASTASI AUXILIARY I.H.Q.
MR. DAVID SCHEMBRI G.S.L./INTER. COMM. QRENDI/ 1.LH.Q.

MEDAL OF MERIT — FOR SPECIAL GOOD SERVICE OVER 10 YEARS.

MR. PIERRE MANGION DIST. COMM. NORTH I.H.Q.
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MR. JOSEPH DESIRA
MS. ANITA MUSCAT

MR. ANDREW CUTUGNO
MR. EDWARD CASSOLA

SCOUTER EMERITUS
C.S.L.
G.S.L.
G.S.L.

ZEJTUN
VICTORIA
SLIEMA
S.AC.

CHIEF SCOUT'S COMMENDATION FOR GOOD SERVICE — FOR GOOD SERVICE OVER 5

YEARS.

MR. VINCENT VELLA

MS. MARIELLA CAMILLERI
MR. GEORGE MANGION

MR. RAYMOND SPITERI

MR. SEBASTIAN AZZOPARDI
MS. CLARISSA M. SOLER

GRAZZ| BADGE.

HON. MR. KARMENU ABELA M. P.

MR. TREVOR ZAHRA
MR. MARK TONNA

DR. GEORGE CASSAR
MR. STEFAN FARRUGIA

G.S.L.

A.CS.L.

ACT. LDR./ASST. D.C. CENT.
G.S.L.

G.S.L.

C.S.L.

SUPPORTER
SUPPORTER
SUPPORTER
SUPPORTER
SUPPORTER

XAGHRA

IKLIN

B’KARA / I.LH.Q.
ZEBBUG
B'BUGIA

SAN GWANN

At the Mosta Scouts Group Annual General Meeting on Friday, 13" February, 2009 the following two
lay members were also awarded the GRAZZI BADGE

MR. SALVU FRENDO
MS. BEVERLEY CURMI

DOLPHIN AWARD

TANIA D’AMATO

CAROLINE CAMILLERI
JOSEF MIZZ|

WILLIAM HICKLIN

DAMIAN BALDACCHINO
JEAN MARK BONELLO
KRISTINA LEE ANN FRENDO
DARREN MERCIECA

CHIEF SCOUT AWARD

CHRISTIAN CARABOTT
LIANA BUHAGIAR
BRANDON VELLA
JESSICA BARBARA
GIANELLA FARRUGIA
RYAN SALIBA

DORIAN BONELLO
GORGI PORTELLI
ANDREW PORTELLI
DYLAN GOUDER

FORMER GSL
COMM. MEMBER

ZURRIEQ
ZURRIEQ
B'BUGIA
B'BUGIA
COSPICUA
FGURA
FGURA
VICTORIA

B'BUGIA

FGURA

FGURA

FGURA

FGURA

FGURA

FGURA

VICTORIA
VICTORIA

MSIDA SEASCOUTS

MOSTA
MOSTA
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TIM FENECH MSIDA SEASCOUTS

At the Mosta Annual General Meeting held on Friday, 13" February, 2009, REBECCA
CARDONA was also presented with her CHIEF SCOUT AWARD.
Our sincere congratulations to all the above young members on their achievement.

SCOUTER EMERITUS

The Chief Commissioner has approved the following Scouter Emeritus appointment with effect from:
1% January 2009.

MR. JOSEPH SPITERI SCOUTER XAGHRA
MR. KONRAD M. D’ANASTASI SCOUTER ATTARD

CHIEF COMMISSIONER PERSONAL AWARD.

The following members were presented with the Chief Commissioner Personal Award in appreciation
of dedicated service to the Scout Association of Malta.

1% January 2009.

MR. RYAN VELLA SCOUT COSPICUA
MR. MICHAEL SCIBERRAS VENTURE SCOUT COSPICUA
MR. JOSEPH ZERAFA A.G.S.L. FGURA
MR. HORACE BONAVIA AV.S.L. MOSTA
MR. PAUL GALEA AUXILIARY RABAT
MR. JASON DEGUARA A.S.L. RABAT
MR. JOSEPH BORG G.S.L. RABAT
MR. JOSEF ZAHRA SUPPORT LEADER RABAT
VENTURE SCOUTS VENTURE SCOUT UNIT RABAT
MR. JOSEPH SPITERI SCOUTER XAGHRA
MR. KONRAD M. D’ANASTASI SCOUTER ATTARD
SERVICE AWARDS.

With the introduction of the 5 Years’ Service Award, the ongoing process that started in 2007 is still
being undertaken. A few are still being shown with a backdated year, however and hopefully as from
2010 no more Service Awards will be issued in this manner as records would then have been brought
up to date.

5 Years’ Service Decoration

2005 Caligari Kurt Cospicua AGSL
Cassar Marco Zabbar GSL
Christie David Msida Aux. (Q.M.)
Frendo Mario A. Paola GSL
Mangani Carmel Tarxien GSL
Salafia Cedric Hamrun SL

2006 Deguara Jason Rabat ASL
O'Neill Clinton Rabat VSL
Vella Vincent Rabat ASL

2007 Borg Eric San Gwann SL

Fr. Briffa Anton IHQ Comm Rel. Dim
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2008

2008

2009

Camilleri
Caruana
Catania
Farrugia
Micallef
Muscat
Pace
Portelli
Pullicino
Schembri
Sciberras
Soler
Vella
Azzopardi
Barbara
Borg Grech
Calleja
Camilleri
Cutajar
Darmanin
Fr. Dimech
Farrugia
Farrugia
Ferriggi
Gatt
Gonzi
Livori
Mangion
Mangion
O'Neill
Pace
Psaila
Sammut
Desira
Simmler
Cassar Seguna
Vella
Azzopardi
Azzopardi
Bartolo
Bellizzi
Bonavia
Bonavia
Bonello
Borg
Borg
Borg Barthet
Brincat
Busuttil
Busuttil
Cassar
Cassar
De Giovanni
Ellul

Martin
Mario
Glen M
Vincent
Godfrey
Frank
Mary
Caroline
Stefan
Pamela A
Charmaine
Clarissa M
Marvic
Joanne
John
Jeremy
Claude
Kevin
Alexander
David
Anton
Adrian
Helen
Stefan
Josephine
Robert
Omar
George
Pierre
Mark
Lorriane
Marlon
Irene
Loredana
Adolf
Chantelle
Silvan
Antoine
Sebastian
James
Paul
Horace
Simone
Maria
Marcel
Phyllis
Paul
Andre
Edward
Marlene
Pauline
Roberta A
Gerald
Andrew

St. Michael Sch
St. Michael Sch
St. Venera
Attard

Rabat

Victoria
Qrendi

St. Michael Sch
SAC

Qrendi

St. Venera
San Gwann
Rabat
Siggiewi
Naxxar

St. Julians

St. Venera
IHQ

Marsa

Sliema

Marsa

IHQ

Qawra

Zejtun

B'Bugia

IHQ

B'Bugia

IHQ

IHQ

Zebbug
B'Bugia
Hamrun
Tarxien

Mosta

Marsa

Gzira

Gzira

B'Kara
B'Bugia

San Anton Sch
Stella Maris Coll
Mosta

Mosta

Dingli

Xghajra
Xghajra

San Anton Sch
SAC

B'Bugia
B'Bugia

Fgura

B'Bugia
Sliema

Sliema

AGSL
Aux [QM]
RSL
GSL
Acting Leader
Acting Leader
SL

ACSL
ACSL
CSL
Acting Leader
CSL
Acting Leader
AGSL
Acting Leader
Acting Leader
Acting Leader
Comm./ Scouts
SL
CSL
Aux. Grp. Chap
Comm. Cubs
ACSL
Acting Leader
SL
Comm. Admin.
Acting Leader
ADC Central
DC North
ACSL
CSL
CSL
AGSL
ACSL
Acting Leader
ACSL
Acting Leader
Support Leader
VSL
ASL
Acting Leader
AVSL
Acting Leader
ABSL
Acting Leader
AGSL
GSL
Acting Leader
ABSL
BSL
ABSL
AVSL
Acting Leader
VSL
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Galea Sylvio Dingli
Gauci Jane Xghajra
Guisti Godwin St. Michael Sch
Cassar Katriona Zabbar
Mifsud Brian Mosta

Sant antonella Mosta

Sant Josefa Mosta
Spiteri Yanika B'Bugia
Vassallo Sandro San Gwann
Vella Alexander Naxxar
Vella Magdalene Naxxar
Zahra Joseph Dingli
Zerafa Rose Xghajra

10 Years’ Service Decoration

2009 Sciberras Lawrence Victoria

15 Years’ Long Service Decoration

2009 Davies vy Mellieha
Vella Vincent Xaghra

Bar to the Long Service Decoration — 20 Yrs Clasp

2006 Ferriggi Jesmond Zejtun
2009 Farrugia Martin V. Sliema
Grima Anthony Hamrun

Bar to the Long Service Decoration — 25 Years’ Clas

2008 Lanfranco Reuben IHQ

2009 Desira Joseph Zejtun

Bar to the Long Service Decoration — 30 Years’ Clas

2009 Filletti Joseph Attard
Schembri William Gzira

Bar to the Long Service Decoration — 35 Years’ Clas
2008 Saliba Lorrie Victoria

Bar to the Long Service Decoration — 40 Years’ Clas

2009 Ferando Brian Pem ./ St.And.

ASL
ACSL
RSL
Acting Leader
Acting Leader
ACSL
ACSL
Acting Leader
ACSL
Acting Leader
Acting Leader
Acting Leader
Acting Leader

Auxiliary

CSL
GSL

GSL
ACSL
Aux. Band Leader

p
Comm Sea Scouts
Emeritus
p
Emeritus
Emeritus
p
GSL
p
CSL

Any Scouter who has not collected his certificate a nd Award insignia, is kindly asked to do so by

calling at the Chief Commissioner’s office

WELL DONE

While some of our Groups were busy answering telephone calls at the RTK Studios in Blata-l-Bajda,
others called at Id—-Dar tal-Providenza in Siggiewi to present the money collected in the streets of
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Valletta and also during a disco party held at IHQ on Friday, 19" December. Ms. Josephine Gatt,
Scout Leader with the B'Bugia Scout Group was the first to present the amount totaling well over 600
Euros that was collected by the B’Bugia scouts.

Highlights from Thursday, 1 ' January that took place at Id-Dar tal-Providenza i  n Siggiewi and
at the RTK Studios in Blata-I-Bajda.

Soon after, together with the Chief Commissioner, Mr. Godwin D’Anastasi she presented a cheque
totaling 600 Euros that were raised at the Disco that was attended by members from eleven different
Groups. It was then the turn of Mr. Sylvio Galea, Assistant Scout Leader with Dingli who presented
another amount totaling well over 400 Euros to Ms. Cynthia Zerafa. In the late evening while helping
out at the RTK Studios in Blata-I-Bajda, Mr. George Mangion, the Assistant District Commissioner of
the Central District, was interviewed prior to presenting another sum amounting to over 500 Euros
that was collected from a Carnival party that was attended by the B'Kara, Qrendi, Dingli and the San
Gwann Scout Groups members. This did not include the street money collected in Valletta by the
B’Kara members and totaling well over 400 Euros. All in all the total amount collected by our
Association’s members totaled over 3000 Euros.

The day’s programme began with the participation of the Fgura Scout Band entertaining the public at
the residence. This year | was overwhelmed to see more Groups answering my call to offer their
assistance to help raise the funds for the Siggiewi residence. The following voluntary services were
carried out as follows.

Answering phone calls at the RTK Studios: Gzira, Qrendi, St. Augustine, Siggiewi, Marsa, Zurrieq,
Attard, Qormi, and B’Kara and B’Bugia. Some of these Groups called at the studios on more than
one occasion.

Helping in street collections: B’Bugia [twice], B’Kara [three times], Dingli [once].

Worth also mentioning that earlier on the B’Kara and Dingli Cubs teamed up and organized another
party where all the proceeds were given to Id-Dar tal-Providenza.
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This yearly event has become part of our curriculum and | am proud to state that this was the fifth
year that our members went to answer calls at the RTK studios, the second time in street collections
and the first time that a band participated on the actual fund raising day. While auguring that you will
keep on answering to this yearly call in the years to come, | extend my plea to other Groups that used
to go or never participated, to try and include it in their yearly programme of events. The satisfaction
of taking part and helping those who need our assistance is indeed very gratifying. To those who
took part this year for the first time and to the others who have now included this event in their yearly
calendar, please accept my personal and sincere thanks for all your help, your understanding and
enthusiasm.

DOWN MEMORY LANE.

This write-up regarding the presentation of
the Spitfire Mark XI, EN199 was received
from Mr. Joseph Caruana Huber, residing
at Pembroke and a former scout with the
Lascaris Scout Group.

“l had obtained this photo from The Times
Of Malta, who had covered the occasion.
| attach a copy of the photo, and a brief
comment on my recollection of the event:

Spitfire EN199 was presented to the Boy
Scouts Headquarters, Floriana, on the
27" May, 1947. The presentation
ceremony was attended by the Governor
Sir Francis Douglas, and various other VIPs and their wives.

Accepting the Spitfire and providing the Guard of Honour were the Air Scouts section of the Sliema
and Lascaris Group led by Mr. Gerry Ferro, assisted by Mr Anthony Zahra, Lionel Martin, Alfred
Naudi, Anthony Curmi, Louis Casolani, Anthony Caruana, and Joseph Caruana. (Photo: Times of
Malta).

Scout Headquarters eventually decide to take on the responsibility of looking after the Spitfire

themselves and promptly organised their own full scale Presentation ceremony and Air Scouts
section !”

CHIEF COMMISSIONER ON THE MEDIA.

For three consecutive days, the Chief Commissioner was invited by three local radio stations to talk
about scouting issues.

On Tuesday, 16" February, he took part in the programme Flimkien , by Ms. Monica Attard aired by
Radio 101, where he was invited to explain what scouting entailed. During the programme, Mr.
D’Anastasi explained what were the aims and ideals of the Association both internationally and
locally. The programme ended with the playing of the hymn commemorating the 100 Anniversary
that was recently written by Mr. Trevor Zahra and music composed by Fr. Anton Briffa OFM Cap.

Another progarmme that he was invited to attend was recorded at the University Campus on
Wednesday, 17" February where he took part in a shared debate with two other NGOs
representatives. The programme, Inizjattiva hosted by Dr. Andrew Azzopardi questions were asked
regarding Co-ed and the integration of people with special needs. The programme lasted an hour.
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On Thursday, 18" February, the Chief Commissioner was interviewed again about what is scouting
and what are its principles by Mr. Joe Dimech during his programme Newsline held at the PBS
Studios, in Guardamangia.. The playing of the hymn commemorating the 100 years years brought
the programme to an end.

GONE HOME.

It is with a sadden heart that | inform you that Mr. Mario Bugeja,
Akela of Naxxar Scout Group passed peacefully away in the early
morning hours of Christmas Day.

Mario was a hard working Scouter who always put his scouting
duties before anything else.

He was very much loved by all his Cubs and also by all those who
knew him and the packed congregation that attended his funeral
service held on a wintry and cold Tuesday morning of the 30"
December and concelebrated by 5 priests amongst whom there was
Fr Anton Briffa, our own Commissioner for Religious Dimensions,
was proof enough.

Mario was dedicated to scouting and albeit having to face many
problems, he never gave up the will to continue. He was always
available when needed and no task was too big for him. He was an
exemplary Akela and lived his scouting life to the full.

He was appointed Cub Scout Leader in 1994 and ensured that those young members under his care
received the best possible scouting principles ever. Indeed it was a sad loss for his Group and the
whole Association.

While offering our condolences to his family and Group members we kindly ask you to remember him
in your prayers.

May God grant him eternal rest.

FOUNDER'S DAY.

This year’s Founder’s Day event took place at IHQ on Friday, 20th February, 2009. Since early in the
evening the hall was packed with guests, and this augured well for a great evening full of activity.

In the absence of H.E. Dr. Edward Fenech Adami,
Patron of the Association who was away on a state visit
to Australia, the evening programme varied from its
usual setting.

Shortly after the arrival of the guests, refreshment were
served. At around 18.45 a short presentation about the
new website that now incorporates also the Scout
keeper was shown to all.

The playing of the National Anthem played by members

of the B’Kara Scout Group gave start to the annual

investiture of the Awards and Decorations of the
Association to individuals.
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A good number of V.I.P.s were also present amongst
whom we had, the Honourable Mr. Clyde Puli,
Parliamentary Secretary, and also the Honourable Mr.
Carmelo Abela, the Deputy Speaker in the House of
Representatives.

Present also for the evening’'s event other various
special persons were invited. We had the honour to host
Mr. Trevor Zahra, a well known local
writer who
composed the
words for our 100"
Anniversary Hymn,
and also Dr. George Cassar, who wrote a new publication about
scouting, entitled “Onwards Mosta”. Both were invited to
deliver a few words to those present. Present also was Mr. Mark
Tonna, who was the soloist who sang the 100"  Anniversary
Hymn.

Mr. Charles J. Vella, the person who had the idea to write this book then presented copies to the
Chief Scout, Mr. Vincent Cassar, the Chief Commissioner, Mr. Godwin D’Anastasi and to Mr. John E.
Brincat, the association’s archivist, who also delivered a short speech about the new archives.

May | avail myself to thank each and everyone for his or her help and also for not leaving any stone
unturned to ensure the success of the evening’s event.

Well done all.

FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF TRAINING & PROGRAMME
03 Mr. Leslie Bonnici — Commissioner for Training & Programme

The New Year generally brings with it fresh ideas and resolutions. The beginning of the year is an
opportunity to take stock of what one is doing, seeing what can be improved, what should be
discarded and what should be kept.

For the Department, the beginning of the year is an opportunity to take a look around and see how
things are working out, what could be added to our programme of activities/events and what should
be changed.

Lots of new and interesting activities are in the pipeline, but for the moment we will talk about what
has happened since the beginning of the year.

Cub Scout Leaders Seminar

January was a very busy time for the Cub Book Reviewing Team lead by the newly-appointed
Commissioner for Cub Scouts, Adrian Farrugia.

Having worked on the review of the Cub Book from the beginning of summer, Adrian and his small
team were now busy with the final touches of the review in preparation for the Seminar.

It was decided that the seminar should only last a morning and in order to accommodate as many
leaders as possible it should be held on two days - Saturday 31 January and Sunday 1% February.
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Although this did require more work from the team members, it did allow participants a choice. This
paid off hugely as attendance by leaders was extremely high with 121 Scouters, DCs and GSLs
attending. Out of thirty-eight registered Scout Groups, thirty-two were present for the seminar (two
Groups do not have a Cub Section) and only four groups failed to send a representative.

The content of the seminar was well-received and the comments passed during the workshop
sessions will help the Core Team consolidate what was said, with the revised programme.

What remains now is that the reports of all the workshops as well as recommendations are put
together and presented to the Department of Training & Programme for implementation.

Presentation of Certificates

Thursday 12" February was a busy evening at IHQ — sixty-six trainees were awarded certificates on
completion of a level in the Woodbadge Course. It had been a long-awaited event as some trainees
had completed their assignments quite a number of months ago, however it was not possible to
present their certificates individually, and as has become the norm, these were presented jointly with
others.

Thursday’'s event saw the first graduation of trainees who had started their training under the new
revised training scheme which had started in November 2006. In fact this was the largest
presentation of Woodbadge Beads and Gilwell Scarves since these occasions were introduced.

It is indeed satisfying to see so many trainees completing their training. Although attending the
courses does not naturally turn you into a great leader, the sessions do help you along the road to
become the best that you can be!
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The graduating trainees who received the Woodbadge Beads, Gilwell Scarf and certificate are:
Naomi Attard, Carmel Bajada, Horace Bonavia, Maria Bonello, Mark Philip Borg, Angela Borg
Barthet, Andre Brincat, Franco Bugeja, Claude Calleja, Andrew Cutugno, Anthony Debono, Glenn
Farrugia, lan Fenech, Sylvio Galea, Claudette Magro, Erika Micallef, Bertha Patiniott, Karl Psaila
Custo, Antonella Sant, Jacqueline Tanti Zahra

Trainees who received the Gilwell Woggle and Basic Certificate:
Jurgen Gatt, Damien Pace, Pierre Sant

Trainees who received the Pathfinder Certificate:

Ray Abdilla, lan Abela, Hilary Paul Agius, Kevin Aquilina, Daniela Baldacchino, Sarah Ann Bartolo,
Jack Bartolo Parnis, Aleksei Karl Baylis, Kyle Bonello, Chantelle Borg, Elaine Borg, Loraine Borg,
Caroline Caruana, Simon Corrieri, Emanuel Cremona, Jeremy Darmenia, Thomas Frendo, Lora
Galea, Victoria Galea, Pauline Gerada, Antonia Grech, Cheryl Grech, Mariella Grech, Edwin
Gusman, William Hicklin, Maria Magri, Darren Mercieca, Mario Micallef, Josef Mizzi, Joseph Matthew
Muscat, Jason Nappa, Jason Pace, Mark Pace, Fiona Picton, Margot Pisani, Sandra Pulis, Ramonn
Sant Hill, Daniela Sultana, Mark Sultana, Silvio Scicluna, Chantelle Vella, Derrick Joe Zahra,
Raffaella Zammit Tabona

Well done to each and every one of you!

Basic Adult Leadership Course

As previously informed, the next Adult Leadership Course to be held will be the Basic Course. This
course has changed slightly in its format. Although the modules will still be presented on a Monday
night as is usual for training courses, we are also going to be including a weekend camp early on in
the course. Attendance to the camp is compulsory for all those trainees intending to undergo this
Basic Course.

Many leaders comment negatively about the necessity of attending a weekend camp — however
experience has taught us that the synergy created between participants during a weekend camp can
never quite be achieved by one attending weekly sessions. The amount of work carried out during
this weekend camp will also reduce the number of evenings one has to attend.

Registration for the Basic Course will take place on Monday 9" March 2009 from 18:00 hours.
Participants are reminded to bring copies of relevant certificates for verification, especially in cases
where they are seeking exemptions from certain modules.

Venture Scout Leaders’ Seminar
The New Scout Programme is in its final stages, and is in a draft format. The Training & Programme
Department now has a platform from which to start working on the new Venture Scout Programme. A
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team of Venture Scout Leaders has already been identified and is working together with the
Commissioner for Venture Scouts and the Commissioner for Training & Programme to initiate the
process of reviewing and if need be, renewing the Venture Scout Programme.

A Venture Scout Seminar is being held at Hamrun Scout Headquarters on Saturday 7" March
between 08:30 and 14P00. This seminar is open to all Venture Scout Leaders and Assistant Venture
Scout Leaders, Unit Chairperson, Unit Secretary as well as two members from each Unit.

These members and Scouters are all urged to attend. Your feedback is important to enable the core
team to have enough building blocks with which to renew the Venture Scout Programme.

Seminar for Scout Leaders

The Core Team under the guidance of the Commissioner for Scouts, Kevin Camilleri, has finalised
the first draft of the New Scout Programme. This draft is to be discussed in detail at a purposely-
organised seminar.

The objectives of the seminar are:

to raise awareness of the new programme

to introduce the new programme to leaders

to begin to tackle the process of changing from the old system to the new system

to give leaders the possibility of giving their feedback on the programme in general
This seminar is being held at IHQ on Saturday 14th March and is open to all adult leaders working
within the Scout Section.

All Adult leaders working in the Scout Section are urged to attend.
Dates for your diary:

Registration of Basic Adult Leadership Course — 9™ March 2009
Venture Scout Leaders Forum — 7" March 2009

Scout Leaders Forum — 14™ March 2009

Start of Basic Adult Leadership Course — 16™ March 2009

FROM THE POLICY COMMITTEE
04 Ms. Avril Frendo — Chairperson and Deputy Chief Scout
At a recent meeting of the Policy Committee, chaired by the Deputy Chief Scout, it was noted that
queries have been raised particularly in regard to uniforms worn by girls and women in the
Association. It was agreed that Group Scout Leaders should have the final say as to whether they

should wear trousers or skirts, but considered advisable that all should wear the same style if
possible, so that a similar appearance is maintained.

Regarding berets, it was pointed out that it is quite clear that the front of the beret should be worn
across the forehead, one inch above the eyebrows. The beret should be pulled down over the right
ear so that the Scout insignia is above the left eye.

YOUTH IN ACTION PROJECT — SAILORS ON CITIZENSHIP Montijo, Portugal Nov. 2008
Mr. David Schembri — International Commissioner

Between the 16 — 24 November, 2008, Scout Leader Andrew Ellul of the 1% Sliema Group (Bernard’s
Own) travelled to Montijo, Portugal to participate in a Youth In Action project entitled, “Sailors on
Citizenship”
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Sailors on CitizenShip , a training course based on non formal
education, created in 2006. was developed as a module for youth
workers/trainers in order to help them answer questions concerning
(European) citizenship issues.

Participants approached the idea of citizenship on three different levels:
that locally, nationally and in the European context, working on cases,
examples and Europe in practice, together with working on improving the
'sailors’ toolkit' on how to motivate youngsters for participation in their
community and beyond.

The methods used throughout this course were all based on non-formal education, and included
workshops, discussions, silent discussions and mini-projects, with a good number of ice-breakers and
energisers thrown in. Sessions were all designed to make people think and challenge existing ideas
and ways of thinking, whilst working in groups of people of
different nationalities.

Such programmes have a number of benefits, mainly that
one gets to meet people from different countries, different
cultures, ideas and points of view, making one think deeply,
reminding themselves that they are only a small part of a
much larger (European and international) community.

Whilst working in a small group of people from all over
Europe, one realises that even though there exists a number
of differences between countries, most citizens want the
same thing, which can be summarised into a community which accepts all and that provides a decent
and fair place to live in harmony with each other.

A Reality in line with “Scouting”, in which the Movement Founder Lord Baden Powell himself
explained so well that, “Scout is a friend to all the world”.

IN BUIRUT. LEBANON.

m MALTESE SCOUTS ATTEND EUROMED ENVIRONMENT TASK FORCE GATHERING
Mr. David Schembri — International Commissioner

Youths from the Scout Association of Malta, the
Association Migration Solidarite’ et Echanges
pour le developpement (AMSED) of France,
Chantiers sans Frontieres (AMUDDU CSF) of
Morocco, together with the Centre for
Development and Planning (CDP) of Lebanon,
met recently at the mountainous and picturesque
village of Bhersaf, Lebanon between the 12" and
16"™ December 2008,, to discuss environmental
issues of national and international concern.

The meeting as part of an Environment Task
Force, under the Euromed active citizenship workshop, was organised by the Centre for Development
and Planning in close collaboration with the Sustainable Environmental Solutions (SES) entity, local
Non Governmental Organisations working in the Environment fields

During the Environment workshop, Waste and Liquid management together with rainfall flooding
issues in the Maltese islands were presented for discussion by the Maltese Participants, whilst their
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Lebanese counterparts dealt with previously environmental disasters such as the 2006 oil spills,
yearly forest fires, as well as their country’s waste management programmes.

Moroccan flora and fauna such as the conservation and protection of the Argan tree (Argania
Spinosa) found growing only in Morocco and Mexico, exploited
for its herbal and therapeutic qualities, featured as part of their
countries contribution.

The lack of country’s drinking water in the Moroccan rural
villages was also a matter of concern featured during a
presentation on a water conservation project in the remote
village of Targa.

The richness of the desert biodiversity also formed part of the
Moroccan presentations. Pollution formed an integral part of
France’s contribution, taking the nuclear leakage at Tricastin
Nuclear Plant, as well as the pollution of the river Rhone as
matters of great concern.

Throughout the project, the participants visit the city of Saida, where they were given the opportunity
to visit the construction of the IBC waste management treatment plant, the first pilot project in the
Arab and Middle East countries, which will help to solve the area’s waste management.

An educational tour of the plant by Project Manager Mr Ghassan Ferezli, gave participants the
opportunity of better understanding the complete waste management process and cycle, included
waste segregation, gas collection, energy production, as well as the process of producing compost
from domestic waste.

A visit to the Underground stalactite and stalagmite caves and underground water cavern at Jeita,
nominated for the new seven world wonders candidacy, also formed part of the programmes literary,.
Whilst a tour of the Barouk National Park gave a first hand opportunity for all to see, appreciate and
learn more on the area’s Cedar (Lebanon’s National Tree) Forestation program, as well the park’s
rich flora and fauna.

The statue and sanctuary of Our Lady of Lebanon at Harissa, overlooking and protecting Beirut and
the bay of Jounieh, the sea and land castles as well as the Khan Al Saboun at Saida, together with
visits to the 700BC Phoenician Temple at D’Echmoun, also allowed the foreign participants to
familiarise themselves with Lebanon’s rich Religious, Cultural and Historic heritage.

The Maltese contingent’s input, however, was not only limited
to matters related to the Environment, as a Malta stand set-up
in one part of the conference room promoted Malta as a
touristic destination, whilst providing information about some of
Malta’'s endemic species., and the country’'s Waste
management initiatives and educational programmes.
Promotional material made available through the kind
assistance of the Malta Tourism Authority, Waste Serve, as
well as the Malta Environment and Planning Authority
(Environment Division)

As is always the case, the Maltese participants proved to be
amongst the most entertaining by singing along to traditional
Maltese songs and well known ballads, during the long bus trips.

The Malta Scout Contingent consisted of Andre’ Brincat and Timothy Zammit (St Aloysius Collage
Scouts) and David Agius (San Gwann Scouts), led by International Commissioner David Schembiri.
The Euro-Mediterranean (EuroMed) Partnership brought through the Barcelona Process, launched by
Euro-Mediterranean Foreign Ministers in November 1995, formed an innovative alliance based on the
principles of joint ownership, dialogue and co- operation. It brings together the 27 Members of the
European Union and 12 Southern Mediterranean states.
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The Barcelona Declaration outlines the main objectives of the partnership: to build together an area of
peace, security and shared prosperity. Progress towards this end is to be achieved by activities in the
political area, the economic/financial area and the cultural/social sector. In 2005 migration was added
as a fourth key sector.

PRESIDENT'’S VISIT TO IKLIN
07 Ms. Mariella Bugeja . Asst. Group Scout leader Iklin Scout Group

The President of Malta official visit to Iklin, commenced on the 14" of January 2009, where His
Excellency, Dr. Edward Fenech Adami met Iklin NGOs at the Parish Church. Leaders representing
the Iklin Scout Group were also invited to attend. A brief account of what the Group has achieved
over the years, together with a resume of the present activities was delivered in a speech by the
Group’s Assistant Group Scout Leadser. Future plans, mainly revolving around the possibility of
acquiring new premises for the group were also put forward with the hope that the Group would
eventually be in a position to have bigger quarters where its members could meet in more comfort .

The official visit continued on Sunday 18" January, when The President and Mrs. Fenech Adami
participated in Holy Mass at the local parish

church.. A young cub scout welcomed Mrs. Fenech

Adami with a bunch of flowers and after Mass,

residents met with His Excellency on the church

parvis over a cup of coffee and eating pastizzi.

The Iklin Scout Group together with the Hamrun
Scout Band, saluted Dr. and Mrs.Fenech Adami
who accompanied by the mayor and the Local
Council members left to pay a visit to the football
nursery. In the meantime, our Group accompanied
by the Hamrun Band marched proudly through the
village streets, heading to the group's quarters,
where His Excellency was to meet with the
Iklin scouts.

Everyone was very excited, nonetheless His Excellency’s presence made us all feel honoured as he
admired the small exhibition we had put up for the occasion. Moreover, the President found time to
even meet with all the parents present and have little chats with some young scouts. Left with just
enough time for a group photo to treasure, the visit soon came to an end!!!

NATIONAL TROOP CHRISTMAS DISCO RAISES 600 FOR CHARITY.
Mr. Daniel Cuschieri - Assistant Scout Leader, Stella Maris College Scout Group

In order to close off the National Scouting Centenary
celebrations, a National Troop Christmas Disco Party was held
on Friday 19" December, at Island Head Quarters. This was
organised by the Troop sections of Stella Maris College, Lyceum,
Birzebbugia and Victoria Scout Groups, representing the four
Districts of our Association. Seven other groups, namely
Birkirkara, Dingli, Fgura, Mosta, Msida, Si iewi and Sliema, also

joined us for this event, which saw no less than 150 scouts come
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and celebrate Christmas and the end of our centenary

celebrations together.

During the party several spot prizes kindly donated by Scout

Shop and Zed’s Bunker were distributed. However, by

attending this event, scouts not only enjoyed

themselves, but they also helped out those in need,

since all proceeds were donated to id-Dar tal-

Providenza. In fact, 600 were donated to this

charitable institution, during the annual fundraising marathon which RTK organised on the 1% of
January.

A big thank-you goes to all the scouts and leaders who attended!

SCOUTING CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS IN GOZO

Mr. Francis Muscat — Acting Leader Victoria Scout Group
A joint programme of environment-friendly activities by the Victoria and the Xag ra Scout Groups was
organised in Gozo to bring the Local Scouting Centenary Celebrations to a fitting conclusion.

The highlight of these activities was a symbolic tree-planting
ceremony carried out on Saturday, 13th December by Mr.
Lorrie Saliba and Mr. Vince Vella Group Scout Leaders of
the Victoria and Xaghra Scout Groups respectively, at the
Sir Michelangelo Refalo Centre for Further Studies premises
in Victoria in the presence of Cubs, Scouts and Venture
Scouts of both Groups.

A plague commemorating the one hundredth anniversary of
Scouting in Malta was then unveiled by the two Group Scout
Leaders.

This ceremony continued with a whole programme of
activities carried out by all the Groups’ Sections.

These featured clean-ups in areas adjoining the main
parking area in Victoria, at Ta' ejta Valley, at Calypso Cave,
and at the Citadel, maintenance work at Arka Respite Centre
in G ajnsielem, and the planting of carob trees at
G ajnsielem.

Pictures show the plaque and Xaghra GSL Mr. Vincent Vel la planting
the tree in the presence of Victoria GSL Mr. Lorrie Saliba and other members .
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