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In the early days of the |03 Euro MiniJamboree in Iceland
Scout Movement in Great | 04 Lands of adventure

Britain, the Scout scarf | o5 National Rover Camp & Rover Challenge 2009

used to be tied loose knot 06 Sliema Scouts Centenary Exhibition
at the neck and naturally

became very creased. 07 G.ood 'Frlday Exhibition |
However it was known the | 08 Victoria Scouts Group Annual Gen. Meeting

Americans were experimenting by using a ring made | 09 Scouts in Gozo mark Founder's Day
from bone, rope or wood to keep their scarves |10 LOA - Zebbug Scout patrol places second
together. 11

B’Bugia Scout Grp. & Youth Exchange

Bill Shankley, aged 18 and one of two permanent 12 Compass Orienteering by night

camp site employees at Gilwell Park, had the job of | 13 New Gharghur Scout Group
running the workshop and coming up with ideas for
camping equipment. He found out about the American rings and decided to try and go one better.

After various attempts with different materials he finally made a Turks Head knot - adopted in the
days of sailing ships when seamen developed decorative forms of rope work as a hobby - made from
thin sewing machine leather belting. He submitted this to the Camp Chief and, no doubt, the Chief
Scout, for approval and had it accepted.

The American rings were called '‘Boon Doggles', nppsbably because they were made of bone, andatime n
was a skit on 'dog bones'. To rhyme with 'Boon Deg&hankley called his creation a 'Woggle'. Atickr in
The Scout on 9th June 1923 by 'Gilcraft', calledddWa scarf woggle' made reference to the ideaawahj
become very popular among Scouts who had been tpickitate the fashion set by the Ist Gilwell P&sout
Troop (i.e.: Wood Badge holders).

The following are the changes regarding scarvesvaogples as published in Policy, Organisation ante&
from 1910. Note too that the scarf was originalyled a neckerchief.

February 1910. Neckerchief of the colours of\theous Patrols. The neckerchief is worn looselgtied at
the throat and also at the ends.

March 1911. Neckerchief of the colour of the Trpoaprn loosely knotted at the throat and also atethds.

July 1912. Neckerchief of the Troop colour, warndely knotted at the throat and ends.



IHQ Bulletin No. 02/2009
March / April 2009

January 1919. Scarf of the Troop colour worn Iokeotted at the throat and ends.

January 1924. Scarf of the Troop colour, worn ébp&notted at the throat and ends, or a Troop (atger
than the Gilwell pattern) of one pattern may bedlastead of the throat knot.

January 1928. Scarf of the Group colour, worn ébpo&notted at the throat and ends, or a Group (irigyer
than the Gilwell pattern) may be used instead eftkinoat knot.

January 1930. Scarf of the Group colour, worn ébhognotted at the throat or a Group ring (othemttihe
Gilwell pattern) of one pattern may be used instefatie knot.

1943. Scarf of the Group colour worn with a woggotleer than the Gilwell pattern or a loose knahatthroat.
From the Minutes of the Committee of the Council:

13th July 1923. The use of a ring for holding svarf was approved provided all members ... ussichdar
ring.

The word 'woggle' was used by Baden-Powell in thth Edition of Scouting for Boys (1929): It (theagiy
may be fastened at the throat by a knot or woggtéch is some form of ring made of cord, metal oné, or
anything you like. The 13th edition (1928) merebes 'ring'. The standard World Brotherhood editised the
wording of the 14th edition but put woggle in intezf commas.

Scarcely any of the standard dictionaries - nohdhese dealing with less common or difficult wordaclude
the word 'woggle'. In the 16th century 'waggle' waed as a transitive verb meaning 'to move anythéid or
fixed at one end to and fro with short quick mosioy the following century ‘woggle' had also coime use
as a variation of 'waggle' but as a verb. By théyd®00s 'woggle' had come to be used as a notihWwas not
in standard usage.

The design of the Gilwell woggle (i.e.: that formbyg a Turk's Head knot) and the wearing of it bezam
restricted to leaders who had completed prelimimariasic training from 1943 until 1989 when theiciure
of leader training was revised.

As for the inventor of the woggle, in the 1920s|B#hankley accompanied Sir Alfred Pickford, the
Headquarters Commissioner for Overseas Scouts,noaffeial tour of Australia and New Zealand, and
afterwards stayed on to try his hand Jackerooimgfanming in Western Australia. In 1952 he movediuabart
and became a trade and craft teacher at the Frigztuml before retiring to Bellerive in 1977.

FROM THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER
Mr. Godwin D’Anastasi

APPOINTMENTS

The Chief Commissioner has approved the following appointments

With effect from 1 ' March 2009.

011/2009 Joseph Zerafa GSL Fgura
012/2009 Pauline Gerada Support Leader Zebbug
013/2009 Horace Bonavia VSL Mosta
014/2009 Julian Muscat Support Leader St. Julians
015/2009 Karl Psaila Custo VSL Hamrun
016/2009 Glenn Farrugia BSL Hamrun
017/2009 lan Fenech SL Mosta
018/2009 Christina Borg Support Leader Zejtun

019/2009 Daniel Ferriggi Support Leader Zejtun
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020/2009 Steven Zerafa Support Leader
021/2009 Cettina Magri Support leader
022/2009 Carmen Farrugia Support Leader
023/2009 Adrian Ferriggi Support Leader
024/2009 George Abela Support leader
025/2009 Valerie Ferriggi Support leader

With effect from 1 ' April, 2009

026/2009 Darren Mercieca Support Leader
027/2009 Daniela Sultana Support Leader
028/2009 Loraine Borg Support Leader
029/2009 Jason Nappa Support leader
030/2009 Chantelle Vella Support Leader
031/2009 Thomas Frendo Support Leader
032/2009 Edwin Gusman Support Leader

CANCELLATION AND WITHDRAWAL OF APPOINTMENTS.

The following Appointments have been withdrawn and cancelled.

With effect from the 1 ' March 2009.

Zejtun
Zejtun
Zejtun
Zejtun
Zejtun
Zejtun

Victoria
Xaghra
Xaghra
Fgura
Fgura
Fgura
Fgura

IHQ

Fgura
Mosta
Mosta

051/2005 Evander Borg Hon. Sec.
011/2007 Joseph Zerafa AGSL
044/2008 lan Fenech ASL
047/2008 Horace Bonavia AVSL
WARRANTS.

The Chief Scout has approved the following Warrants with effect from 1% March, 2009.

W003/2009 Joseph Zerafa GSL

DOWN MEMORY LANE.

This information was received from a certain Major Arthur
John Kingsmill, at the time residing in Brussel, Belgium,
when he sent his application for the Bronze Cross 50
Anniversary Commemorative Medal on the 3" June 1993.

“l was a Boy Scout in Malta from 11 " November, 1939 to
12M April, 1943. | was in the St. Andrews Barracks Sc  out
Troop and then | went to school at St. Flora’s Coll  ege,
[also known as Flores College], in Old Bakery Stree t,
Valletta, where | also became a member of the Troop . At
the time the Group Scout Master was Mr. Martin.
Enclosed is a coloured photo of my scout scarf as w ell
as my National Service Badge which | was awarded fo r
my work with the supply trucks. | acted as escort o n
military ration and supply trucks taking supplies f rom
the docks to the depots throughout the Island.”

Unfortunately Major Kingsmil did not disclose why on his St.

Fgura
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Flora’s college Group scarf there is an effigy depicting a German Iron Cross with the Scout’'s emblem
superimposed in the middle.

The sad news has just reached me of the
passing away of a veteran scout who
served in “C” Company of the KOMR
[King’s Own Malta Regiment]. Ms. Antonia
Azzopardi, sister of George Azzopardi, has
just imformed us that her brother has just
gone home recently.

George, formerly a scout with the Floriana
Scout Group joined the Army at the
beginning of hostilities. At the time, an

' appeal was made to the scouts to enlist in
the armed forces and subsequently a “Scout Company” was formed in the King's Own Malta
regiment. He was the first to enlist and at the time he gave his age as being 17 years old when in
actual fact he was only 14. He is wearing on his right sleeve a cloth Scout badge which was
authorised for wear by the men of “C” Company.

George last visited IHQ when he applied for his Bronze Cross 50" Anniversary Commemorative

Medal way back in 1993. At the time | was lucky enough to make his acquaintance and

asked him to autograph my book. The date he did so is shown as the 9™ August 1993. cﬁ;ﬁ%
© > O

While we offer our condolences to his next of kin, we kindly ask you to remember him in e

your prayers.

Chevalier Victor M. Xuereb, another wartime Rover Scout passed away on the 11th April
ﬁﬁg% aged 86 years old. Born on the 15" August, 1922, Victor joined the 1% Hamrun Boy
ﬁ@ﬁg Scout Group in 1935 at the age of 13 years and left in 1940 after joining as Coast

Watcher and Signaller Boy Scout with the Royal Navy. On his first day of joining the
Royal Navy War Signal Station, he
was stationed at the Verdala Barracks _
in Cospicua, from where he then saw =
service at Tas-Silg and Dingli Royal &
Naval Stations in the years 1940/41.

Victor then joined the Army serving as
Sapper 5063 in the Bomb Disposal
Section of the Royal Engineers [Malta]
and was stationed at Lintorn Barracks
in Floriana from 1940/45, during which
time he continued his scouting as an &
IHQ member under Scout Master
Giles Casapinta.

Rover Scout Xuereb is seen first on the left back r  ow, while Scout Master Giles Casapinta is
seen standing front row between the two seated Nava | Officers.
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While offering our condolences to his next of kin, we kindly ask you to remember him in your prayers.

Most of us get what we deserve, but only the successful will admit it.
Maturity; the capacity to endure uncertainty.

Success does not depend upon what you do yourself, but what you get others do for
you.

The one who never failed is the one who never tried.

Prizes are for the few; the joy of the struggle is for all of us.

Don't ever slam a door, you might want to go back.

People don’t plan to fail, they just fail to plan.
The man who has nothing to do is always in a hurry.

People who produce most of the trouble, produce little else.
Jumping to conclusions doesn't always make for happy landings.
Of all the things you wear, your expression is the most important.
People are like pins —absolutely useless when they loose their heads.
A smile is a curve which can set a lot of things straight.
An inferiority complex would be a blessing if only the right people have it.
It's no good having a spark of genius, if you suffer from ignition trouble.
To-day is the to-morrow, yesterday you were worried about.

WOSM’s JOTA / JOTI 2008 COMMORATIVE BADGE

| have been informed by Mr. Joseph Zerafa, GSL of the Fgura Scout & ;

Group and person in charge of organising last October's JOTA/JOTI |
activity that the commemorative badge marking the event has been
received.

Woric Scout JAMEOREE &
8 13-19 October/Octobre, 2008 -

Instructions have been issued that all those Group members who
participated in the JOTA/JOTI 2008, are entitled to wear the badge on
their right sleeve for the duration of a year, after which the said badge
may no longer be worn.

"~ world Scout JAMBOREE

Anyone wishing to know further is to contact Mr. Joe Zerafa.

COURTESY VISIT TO H.E. DR. GEORGE ABELA, PRESIDENT OF MALTA.

Monday, 20" April was a red letter day when the Chief Scout, Mr. Vincent Cassar and Chief
Commissioner, Mr. Godwin D’Anastasi, accompanied by Ms. Avril Frendo, Deputy Chief Scout, led a
scout delegation comprising National Council members, Messrs. Mark A. Pizzuto, David M.
Schembiri, Robert Gonzi, Kenneth De Martino, Leslie Bonnici and Paul Vella to the President’s Palace
in Valletta on a courtesy visit to H.E Dr. George Abela, newly elected President of the Republic.

Albeit the inclement weather prevailing the Group met at the Palace entrance and waited until
summoned by the President’'s usher. His Excellency shook hands with each and every individual
prior to a very fruitful meeting that ensued.
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The Chief Scout updated H.E on what scouting is and also what has been achieved over the past 100
years by the local Association. The
President listened very carefully to
what was being said and when it was
time for him to reply, besides
expressing and showing his
admiration towards everything and
everyone in the Association, he
showed his desire that the scouts
should be more involved in other
commitments, such as the Community
Chest Fund.

Other members of the delegation
spoke out about other work
undertaken, mentioning also local and
international achievements gained.

Prior to the end of the meeting, H.E. was presented with the bust of Lord Baden Powell and also
offered the Patronage of the Association, an honour he gladly accepted. He further remarked that his
office looked forward to further collaboration with The Scout Association.

EURO-MINI-JAMBOREE PLANETARY MEETING IN ICELAND, UL FLIJOTSVATN
03 SCOUT __ CENTRE -26™T0O 28™ MARCH 2009.
Mr. David Schembri — International Commissioner

The International Commissioner David Schembri and Gozo District Commissioner Lorrie Saliba, have
recently returned from Iceland, having participated in the Euro-Mini-Jamboree Planetary Meeting,
held at the Ulfljotsvatn Scout Centre, between the 26" and 28 March 2009.

The aim behind this meeting, organised by the Icelandic Boy and Girl Scout Association, and
attended by officials from the Cyprus Scout Association, Scout Association of Malta, YMCA-Scouts
of the Faeroe Islands, Pfadfinder und Pfadfinderinnen Liechtensteins, Monaco Guide and Scout
Association, and a member of WAGGGS, was to study the concept of organising future Euro Mini
Jamborees on a regular basis in the different member NSO’s countries, in which European National
Scout Associations with a total population of less than a million, would be eligible to attend.

Through a unanimous decision, it was confirmed that the first three Euro Mini Jamborees would be
held in Iceland, Liechtenstein and Cyprus, at regular yearly intervals, where a representation of two
adult leaders and twelve scouts of ages 11 to 16 years would be invited to attend.
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The meeting participants were later given the opportunity to savor, “a thoroughly wonderful Icelandic
experience” through visits to the country’s landmarks that included impressive waterfalls, volcano
craters, fishing villages, and hot water volcanic
geysers. A visit around the campsite that is to host
“Roverway Iceland 2009” in July 2009 also formed
part of the meeting’s itinerary.

A special word of thanks go to our hosts, namely
International ~ Commissioner  Hulda  Salrtn
Gudmundsdottir, Ingveldur Avarsdéttir Jon Por
Gunnarsson Karl Njalsson Smari Gudonason from
the Icelandic Scout Association, and Ms Fridur
Finna Sigurdardottir from WAGGGS, as well as to
all participants, for their friendship, and support
throughout the meeting.

The Euro-Mini-Jamboree planetary Meeting in Iceland was made possible through the Youth in Action
Programme.

COMPETITION
Mr. David Schembri — International Commissioner

LANDS OF ADVENTURE - ZEBBUG SCOUTS PLACE SECOND IN EUROPEAN

The Cobra Patrol, that forms part of the Zebbug Scout Group, and led by Mr. Tonio Axisa and Ms.
Carmen Spiteri, placed second in the 2009 edition of Lands of Adventure (LoA) Day, an online
competition based on the popular game Cluedo. This was the first time ever that Malta was

LANDS OF ADVENTURE ‘TERRES D’AVENTURE

You 'are Europel!

represented in the European Scout Region Youth programme that this year was held during the
weekend between February 28 and March 1 attracting some 75 patrols involving 500 scouts from
Malta, United Kingdom, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Turkey, and Macedonia.

In the competition, the scouts had to undertake three tasks sent via e-mail by the European Scout
Office in Geneva to the scouts gathered at their respective headquarters, and after the completing
each task they were e-mailed a clue with which they had to solve a mystery.

All the tasks undertaken by the 75 patrols were subsequently uploaded on the LoA website
www.loaday.landsofadventure.eu and the participants voted for the best three patrols.

NATIONAL ROVER CAMP & ROVER CHALLENGE 2009 .
Mr. Edward Vella . Commissioner for Rover Scouts
This year’s National Rover Camp and Challenge were held on the 27", 28" February and the 1% of
March respectively at the National Camp Site at Ghajn Tuffieha. A total of 7 Crews attended for the
camp and 16 teams competed in the challenge. The Groups present at the camp were: St Aloysius
College, Mosta, Cospicua, St Venera, San Gwann and Stella Maris College. Joining these Groups in
the Challenge were crews from Victoria and Tarxien.
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The camp kicked off on Friday with a typical Maltese night bringing all participants together by eating
local delicacies like bigilla, pastizzi, imgaret, Hobz biz-zejt and helwa tat-Tork. In the evening much of
the members present stayed up long discussing past scouting experiences, both locally and abroad.

On Saturday morning, all 50 participants gathered around the flag pole for the official opening. The
main activities for the day were command tasks, cooking and a photographic competitions. The
judges had a tough job to decide on a winner after the cooking competition was over. The food varied
from Fish to rabbit and oriental. Finally the Mosta crew managed to gain the most points while St

Aloysius College were noted as the team which put the
best effort. SAC also managed to win the photographic
competition with a photo that expressed the theme
chosen for the camp i.e. “dare2share”. The highlight of
the day was without any doubt the part when all the
crews had the opportunity to give a presentation about
all the activities which they held throughout last year. It
was amazing how many types of new events different
crews had organised, amongst other things a night bike
hike, climbing, pioneering and expeditions abroad.

Sunday was challenge 1;
it

day and as from early morning crews were seen getting themselves
ready for a full day of scouting challenges. At 09:00hrs judges were
assigned with the respective teams and the first task was that they had
to cook their own breakfast on an open fire. Other tasks were first aid,
surprise game, scouting history, orienteering and pioneering. The
Challenge came to end at the point that it started from, that is, the
National Campsite at Ghajn Tuffieha at 16:00hrs. During a presentation
on the 10™ of March the Victoria Team were announced as winners of
this Challenge followed by Stella Maris College and Mosta. During the
same occasion, the St Aloysius College Rover Crew were announced
the Crew of the Year 2008 mainly for being the crew that obtained the
largest number of awards by their crew members.

I must thank all the participants of
both the camp and challenge for
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their commitment and dedication shown throughout the events
and on behalf of the Association | want to show my appreciation
towards all the judges that helped in this event particularly, Ms.
Pat Marsh, Messrs. Leslie Bonnici, Pierre Mangion, Kevin
Camilleri and John Micallef Engerer. Finally a big thank you
goes to Ms Naomi Attard from B’Kara Scout Group for helping
out in the preparation and running of both the Camp and the
Challenge of this year.

Mr. David Darmanin — Assistant Group Scout Leader - 1st Sliema Group (Bernard’s Own)

m SLIEMA SCOUTS “CENTENARY EXHIBITION”

It was a cold and rainy evening on the 6th March, but this did not dampen
the scouting spirit at Sliema Scouts HQ, were the first event organized by
the 1st Sliema Group to celebrate its first 100 years since formation took
place.

In fact, various dignitaries, community leaders, scouters and members
braved the bad weather for the opening of the ‘Centenary Exhibition’.
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The proceedings commenced with a welcome
speech from AGSL David Darmanin, who then
invited the Hon. Dolores Cristina B.A. (Hons.),
M.P., Minister of Education, Culture, Youth and
Sport to address the gathering on this
memorable occasion, in the presence of the
Deputy Chief Scout Mrs. Avril Frendo, the Chief
Commissioner Mr. Godwin D’Anastasi,
Commissioners and North District Scouters.

This was followed by the official opening of the
Exhibition when the Minister and AGSL David
released the slip knot to unveil the various
interesting scouting items on show. The exhibits

included a set of photos enlarged for the event and the whole

collection of Group logbooks spanning 1909 to date which

represent the Group’s timeline.

As a matter of interest the exhibition also included an international
corner which displayed badges, scarves and uniforms collected
from participation in experiences abroad including Jamborees.

All objects were set up by the Sliema leaders and members in the

previous weeks, which consisted of building pioneering structures

which were used to display the enlarged photos as well as rummaging throughout HQ to uncover old
and ‘not so old’ items of Scouting interest.

The evening which included a reception, was enjoyed by all, most of who reviewed the logbooks to
recount memories of good times gone by. The exhibition was open on the two consecutive days when
members and leaders of fellow Scout Groups joined former Sliema Scouts and the general public in
visiting Sliema HQ to view the displays and ask questions.

Due to the positive feedback received the Exhibition
was opened for the last time on Wednesday 11th
March, when we had

the pleasure to host,

amongst others, the

Chief Scout Mr.

Vincent Cassar, who

left a message in the

Group’s visitors book

after  touring  the

exhibits.

During the same weekend, 2 reunions were organised for former
member to get together and relive their time. A good turnout
participated in these events two with many old friends reuniting and
recounting their experiences as Scouts, but as we say — ‘Once a
Scout — Always a Scout!’

View more photos of this event on http://photogallery.sliemascouts.net/.
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GOOD FRIDAY EXHIBITION BY THE ATTARD SCOUT GROUP
07 Mr. Vincent Farrugia — Group Scout Leader Attard Scout Group

For the fourth consecutive year, Leaders and some young
members of the Attard Scout Group joined forces to
organize what has now become a yearly Exhibition depicting
and highlighting stages of the suffering of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

This annual event is held at the Old Chapel situated next

door to the Parish Centre, Pope John Paul I, in Attard.

Amongst its many exhibits one finds decorated colourful

plates made from coloured semolina and salt and depicting

famous biblical figures,. Underneath, one of the portraits is

being shown. A complete set of statues, that belong to the

Group Scout Leader show our Lord’s sufferings from the time he was arrested to his death on the
cross and burial.

Other exhibits comprise the laying out of the table where
Jesus and the apostles sat for the last supper, together with
other ornaments and utensils that were used at the time.
The small chapel was adequately lit for the occasion and a
concealed steaming pot filled the air with the aromatic scent
of various spices and other fruits.

The exhibition was well received and attended by quite a
good number of people who thought fit to visit and admire.
The exhibition was from the 3" April up to the 10" April.

VICTORIA SCOUT GROUP AGM — HELD AT GROUP HQ ON 31 °T JANUARY 2009
Ms. Betty Berry — Scouter Emeritus — Victoria Scout Group

This year's AGM was notable for the excellent attendance by parents of the members, filling the main
hall to overflowing. Victoria is quite a big Group, with 104 members — 20 Venture Scouts, 44 Scouts
and 40 Cub Scouts (in 2 Packs). Currently there are 16 Leaders, including a pleasing number of
young Leaders who have come through all the sections of the Group, starting as Cub Scouts. After
opening prayers from the Group Chaplain, the Chairman, Mr. Joseph Cassar welcomed everyone to
the meeting, after which the Group Council's Hon Secretary, Ms. Maria Mercieca presented her
report. Further reports were presented by the Hon Treasurer, Mr. Michael Grech and the Group Scout
Leader, Mr. Lorrie Saliba.

Undoubtedly the highlights of the year were those events associated with the 100th anniversary of
Scouting in Malta, as was emphasised in the reports. The Group attended all national activities, but
the most important was the rally held in Gozo on 5" October to celebrate the anniversary. Many
Groups accepted the invitation to attend this unique occasion and over 1,000 uniformed Scouts
paraded through the streets of Victoria, accompanied by a number of Scout bands. The rally was
followed by a reception at HQ, when GSL, Mr. Lorrie Saliba was appointed District Commissioner for
Gozo by Chief Commissioner, Mr. Godwin D’Anastasi. Another important event was the opening of
the new Scout Group in Xaghra and the Victoria Group has given them every support to ensure the
success of a much-needed second Group in Gozo.
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The reports gave an overall view of a vibrant and successful Group, one that is always prepared to
move forward to face the difficult challenges ahead. The Group Council and Leaders give their best
efforts to the young members of Group and the strength of numbers in all sections augers well for the
future of Scouting in Gozo. A short talk followed from Dr Anton Grech, father of one of the Cub
Scouts, in which he emphasised the importance of Scouting for the physical and mental growth of the
young people in the community.

The AGM ended with the presentation of awards; this was followed by investitures of new members
and finally the going up ceremony of 10 Scouts to join the Venture Unit, this surely being a record
number ‘going up’ in the Victoria Venture Scout Unit

SCOUTS IN GOZO MARK FOUNDER'S DAY
m Ms. Daniela Sultana — Rover Scout — Xaghra Scout Group
On Sunday, the 2ond February, the Victoria and
Xaghra Scout Groups turned up in full uniform for
a church parade to commemorate the birth of
their Founder Lord Baden Powell of Gilwell.

The Groups assembled near Ggantija Temples
on the outskirts of Xaghra and at 9 am, the two
Groups marched through 8" September Avenue
and towards the Basilica where Mass was
celebrated by the Reverend Farther Joseph Cini.
During his homily, Fr Cini emphasized on the
important values inherent in scouting and
thanked those present for all the work they do
towards society.

After the scouts renewed their promise, the

contingent assembled on the church parvis for an investiture ceremony of six new Victoria Cub
scouts. Three new colours, the Gozo District flag and two other belonging to the Xaghra Scout Group
were also blessed by Fr., Joseph Cini. Both Groups then made way to the Xaghra Scout Group
Headquarters where a reception was held.

LOA Day — (LANDS OF ADVENTURE DAY) (EUROPEAN SCOUT REGION YOUTH

PROGRAM)
Mr. Tonio Axisa - Support Leader Zebbug Scout Group

This year, this big celebration of LoA Day was organised in the week-end
28 February-1 March and attracted 500 Scouts from 9 European
countries (Italy, Malta, Macedonia (FYRO), Portugal, Romania, Serbia,
Spain, Turkey and United Kingdom). The Scouts formed 75 patrols (each
patrol consisted of not more than 8 Scouts).
For the first time ever, this year Malta was represented
by one Patrol, from Zebbug Scout Group. Led by Scout 1, T
Leaders Tonio Axisa and Carmen Spiteri, Friday s *"
evening the Scouts gathered at the HQ . *
anxiously waiting for the Task to arrive % ISR
from the European Scout Office in Genéve by e-mail. Based on the e N
popular game CLUEDO, the scouts had to be ready to take 3 tasks, after the
completion of each task a clue was to be send to try and solve the mystery. For
Saturday morning, the Scouts had to have a camera, a recording system and a computer
with internet.

N
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Saturday morning the Scouts gathered early at their HQ ready for a big challenging day together with
75 Patrols from Europe. At about 0900 the First task arrived and this started the fun of the whole day.
Task after task the Patrol managed to solve the mystery. It was about 1600 when from Geneve the
Patrol received that they have solved the mystery.
The weekend after, all Tasks from the 75 patrols where put
online on the LoA website. Patrols who took part during the
LoA day had to vote for the best 3 Patrols.

The following Wednesday the results were
published............... Zebbug Cobra Patrol placed 2nd out of
75 Patrols.

You can see the entire tasks taken during the LoA Day by
visiting the official website
http://www.loaday.landsofadventure.eu/

Ms. Josephine Gatt — Scout Leader - Birzebbuga Scout Group

BIRZEBBUGIA SCOUT GROUP AND YOUTH IN ACTION EXCHANG E IN SPAIN

Bir ebbu a Scout Group has participated in the E.U. Youth in Action Exchange programme named
‘Hasta el Tope’, held in San Lorenzo de El Escorial — Madrid, Spain between 3™ and 11™ April 2009.

This project brought together 40 scouts aged between 14
and 16 years from Grupo Scout 217 Matterhorn-Spain,
Associazione Italiana di Scautismo Raider di Sora-ltaly,
Eclaireuses Eclaireues from Lyon-France, Antalya Youth &
Sport Scout Group-Turkey and scouts from our group. Our
scouts were accompanied by Scout Leaders Josephine Gatt

and Jesmond Borg.

The Youth in Action activities throughout the programme
included presentations of information about our Scout Group
and scouting in Malta; and general information about each
country, its culture and heritage. Bir ebbu a scouts also presented brochures, posters and a video,

courtesy of the Malta Tourism Authority.

Madrid and Toledo.

The activities raised awareness of two main topics,
Health and Sport. Multicultural games, sport
tournaments and workshop groups on food and health
were high on the agenda. Video and powerpoint
presentations by the participating scouts were also
presented. Other themes discussed during workshops
were the youth policies in our countries and the youth
information centre, the Eurodesk.

Apart from a visit to the imposing landmark and world
heritage site of The Royal Monastery in El Escorial,
our Spanish hosts organized two cultural visits to

During the intercultural nights, each country had the opportunity to prepare and present samples of
their national food, drinks and music, which were highly appreciated by everyone present.

Without any doubt the highlights of this project were the hikes to Silla de Felipe || and Mount Abantos.
Silla de Felipe Il is a granite cliff (1460 m high) about 4kms south of El Escorial, where King Felipe Il
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liked to contemplate the panorama of Mount Abantos and watch the works in progress on the
monastery. The climb to the peak of Mount Abantos (1763 m high) was what “Hasta el Tope” really
means “Up to the limit”: a hard task but a breathtaking view and an unforgettable experience!

The aim of these Youth in Action exchanges to gather youths from different countries together to take
part in activities, sharing their cultural and social backgrounds, was fully achieved. Moreover,
throughout these eight days of fun-packed activities, while the leaders and scouts alike helped each
other translating Spanish/French/Italian to English and back, we also enjoyed the true meaning of the
scouting spirit: respect for cultural diversity, teamwork and friendship.

12 COMPASS ORIENTEERING BY NIGHT — 1°T BIRKIRKARA SCOUT GROUP PACK
Mr. George Mangion — Acting Leader B’Kara Scout Group / ADC Central District

The weather held back not to shower a pack of Cub
Scouts from the 1% Birkirkara Scout Group on a
Compass Orienteering exercise during the night
held between the 18th and the 19" March, 2009.
Thirty minutes after the Pack meeting finished,
twelve Cub Scouts working for their their Gold and
Silver Arrows left the Group’s Head Quarters to the
Camp Site situated at Bahar ic-Caghag.

During the Pack meeting a short over-view was
given to the Cubs. The route was set with Cub
Scouts from the gold and silver arrows training
sessions. At the meeting simple instructions were
given and prepared on purpose for this activity. Six

digit readings, landmarks, observation and compass

orienteering being the foundations of this exercise, and

ultimately the aim to interpret what is read on the map on to

the actual track.

The participants were briefed before leaving HQ, on how to
behave and also what they should adopt when walking on
roads without pavements, proper use of torches where street
lighting is missing and about personal safety with vehicular
traffic. Three Hi Viz jackets were used and posted at the
head, in the middle and at the end of the column.

Every scout carrying a small pack on his or her shoulders
was given a copy of the map with the instructions to be
followed during the march prior to leaving from Birkirkara to
Iklin, onto Madliena Fort, down Madliena Road to the Coast
Road in Bahar ic-Caghag.

All landmarks were found and their meaning was given
when questions were asked by the Pack Leaders. Compass
and map reading were used extensively in order to ensure
that the tracking party were always on the correct route
although in some circumstances, the Leaders had to assist
those who found themselves in difficulty.

The Group Scout Leader, Mr. George Sillato, followed at a distance with his Landover, in order to be
around if any assistance was needed, however everyone reached the campsite still full of energy, so
much so that when midnight's lights out approached, most of the young members were still full of
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energy to fall asleep immediately with the ultimate result that some of them took even longer hours to
fall asleep. In the morning, at eight, prayers and the Cub Scout Promise were said, with breakfast
taken soon after beneath the rising sun. Afterwards games were played, until it was time to go back to
HQ at ten in the morning.

GHARGHUR SCOUT GROUP
13 Mr. Pio Fenech —Designated Scouter in charge
It is with great pleasure to inform you that Gharghur is preparing to launch its own Scout Group. On
the 24™ October, 2008, a letter from the Gharghur Local Council was sent to the Chief Commissioner,
Mr. Godwin D’'Anastasi, showing the Council members’ wish to open a Scout Group in the locality.
Following discussion with the Chief Commissioner regarding the pros and cons, it

was decided that a flyer be given to every family with children to see who was
interested.

After some time | informed Mr. D’Anastasi that a good number of families confirmed

their wish to have their children join. A meeting was set to meet the parents and

would-be leaders on the 1 April, 2009. The Chief Commissioner, accompanied by

the North District Commissioner, Mr. Pierre Mangion met the parents at the
Gharghur Local Council premises where the requirements of setting up a Group were explained.
Questions were also asked.

The hard part was when parents were asked to come forward and offer their services as would — be
leaders. At first no one came forward, but after some hesitation and with the continued assurance of
the Chief Commissioner and the District Commissioner that help would be forthcoming, three males
and three females accepted to take on the role willingly.

Following this meeting, the Chief Commissioner contacted various other Groups from the locality,
asking them whether they were ready to offer their help to the new leaders. | was very glad to hear
that Attard, San Gwann and Mosta all showed their willingness to help and support.

Furthermore, Asst. Rover Scout Leader, Mr. Pierre Sant and Asst Cub Scout Leader Ms. Naomi
Attard from the St. Aloysius College and B’Kara Scout Groups respectively offered their help to guide
and teach the new Leaders about their new roles.

Another meeting took place on Friday, 24™ April, 2009 involving the Chief Commissioner and the new
Leaders. Present also there was Mr. Pierre Sant who was asked to attend. Everything is now under
way with the Leaders now calling a meeting on Wednesday, 29th April to officially register the new
young members.

As their first activity the new Leaders will be taking the children to Valletta on the 3™ May, to view the
Annual Rally from in front of the Palace.

| would like to thank the Chief Commissioner for his interest and untiring help and everyone else who
offered to come forward to help show us the methods used in scouting. | augur the new Gharghur
Scout Group many years of good scouting to the new young members.

|
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