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programs of Scout

associations around the world. Wood Badge courses aim to make
Scouters better leaders by teaching advanced leadership skills, and
by creating a bond and commitment to the Scout movement. The first
Wood Badge training was organized by Francis "Skipper" Gidney and lectured at by Robert Baden-
Powell and others at Gilwell Park (United Kingdom) in September 1919. Wood Badge training has
since spread across the world with international variations.

On completion of the course, participants are awarded the Wood Badge beads to recognize
significant achievement in leadership and direct service to young people. The pair of small wooden
beads, one on each end of a leather thong (string), is worn around the neck as part of the Scout
uniform. The beads are presented together with a taupe neckerchief bearing a tartan patch of the
Maclaren clan, honoring William De Bois Maclaren, who donated the funding to purchase Gilwell Park
in 1919. The neckerchief with the braided leather woggle (neckerchief slide) denotes the membership
of the 1st Gilwell Scout Group or Gilwell Troop 1. Recipients of the Wood Badge are known as Wood
Badgers or Gilwellians.

The main goals of a Wood Badge course are to:

Recognize the contemporary leadership concepts utilized in the corporate world and leading
government organizations that are relevant to Scouting's values.
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Apply the skills one learns from participating as a member of a successful working team.

View Scouting globally, as a family of interrelated, values-based programs that provide age-
appropriate activities for youth.

Revitalize the leader's commitment by sharing in an inspirational experience that helps
provide Scouting with the leadership it needs to accomplish its mission.

Generally, a Wood Badge course consists of classroom work, a series of self-study modules, outdoor
training, and the Wood Badge "ticket" or "project". Classroom and outdoor training are often
combined and taught together, and occur over one or more weeks or weekends. As part of
completing this portion of the course, participants must write their tickets.

The exact curriculum varies from country to countbut the training generally includes both
theoretical an@xperiential learning. All course participants are introducedlist Gilwell Scout group

or Gilwell Scout Troop land assigned to one of the traditional Wood Batgéter" patrols.
Instructors deliver training designed to strengttienpatrols. One-on-one work with an assignedatroo
guide helps each patrticipant to reflect on whathlas learned, so that he can better prepare an
individualized "ticket". This part of the trainingrogram gives the aduficouter the opportunity to
assume the role of a Scout joining the original dedd troop, to learn firsthand how a troop ideally
operates.

Scout leaders who complete the Wood Badge program are recognized with insignia consisting of the
Wood Badge beads, 1st Gilwell Group neckerchief and woggle.

FROM THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER
Mr. Godwin D’Anastasi

APPOINTMENTS

The Chief Commissioner has approved the following appointments

With effect from 1 ' May 2009.

033/2009 Duncan Ellul Auxiliary [Band Leader] Fgura
034/2009 Andrew Cutugno AGSL Sliema
035/2009 Mariella Camilleri AGSL IKlin
036/2009 David Darmanin GSL Sliema
037/2009 Mariella Bugeja ASL IKlin

With effect from 1 ' June, 2009

038/2009 Mark O’Neill CSL Zebbug
039/2009 Sylvio Galea AGSL Dingli

CANCELLATION AND WITHDRAWAL OF APPOINTMENTS.

The following Appointments have been withdrawn and cancelled.

With effect from the 1 ' May 2009.

015/2003 Alex Cutajar SL Marsa
062/2003 Dione Cauchi Auxiliary [B/M] Marsa
066/2008 Andrew Cutugno GSL Sliema
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067/2008 David Darmanin AGSL Sliema
068/2008 Mariella Camilleri ACSL Iklin
071/2008 Mariella Bugeja AGSL IKlin

With effect from the 1 ' June, 2009.

075/2007 Sylvio Galea ASL Dingli
088/2007 Mark O’Neill ACSL Zebbug
004/2001 Godwin D’Anastasi Chief Commissioner IHQ
WARRANTS.

The Chief Scout has approved the following Warrants with effect from 1* May, 2009.
WO04/2009 Timmy Cutugno SL Sliema

SCOUTER EMERITUS

The Chief Commissioner has approved the following Scouter Emeritus appointment with effect from:
1% May 2009.
Mr Alfred Mallia Ex Scouter Marsa

CHIEF COMMISSIONER PERSONAL AWARD.

The following members were presented with the Chief Commissioner Personal Award in appreciation
of dedicated service to the Scout Association of Malta.

15" May 20009.
Mr. Alfred Mallia Ex Scouter Marsa

10" May 2009

Mr. Tonio Axisa Support Leader Zebbug
Ms. Carmen Spiteri Support Leader Zebbug

GRAZZI BADGE

During the celebration held on the 10" May, 2009, by the Zebbug Scout Group to celebrate their 10"
anniversary, a number of lay persons were awarded the GRAZZ| BADGE for their contribution to the
same Group.

The Chief Scout, Mr. Vincent Cassar invested the awardees with the Grazzi Badge insignia. The
awardees were:

\ ¥
Messrs. Noel Borg, Philip Mifsud, Anthony Mizzi, William Caruana, John Caruana, IBC
Brian Bellizzi, and Ms. Michelle Agius. "Q\g‘_j

THE ASSOCIATION AWARD

Following the newly amended By Law regarding the Association Awards and Decorations, it is with
great pleasure to inform you that the Chief Scout, Mr. Kenneth De Martino by virtue of his rank, is
awarded automatically The Association Award.
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DOWN MEMORY LANE.

This set of four stamps was released on July 21, 1993, by the then General Post Office to
commemorate the award of the Bronze Cross to the Scout Association of Malta in 1943. The 35c
stamp depicted the then Governor and Chief Scout Lord Gort presenting the Cross to Scout Joseph
Panzavecchia at a ceremony on the Palace Square on May 3, 1943. The award was made by the
Chief Scout of the Commonwealth to the Scouts of Malta and Gozo “in recognition of their
courage, heroic endurance and devotion to duty in t he face of continuous enemy action in the
war for freedom.”

The Bronze Cross is shown in the 4c stamp. The 10c stamp shows a Scout lighting a small fire and
wearing the scarf with national colours, red and white. In the 3c stamp a Guide is practicing First Aid
on a junior member — the Malta Guides Association was also awarded the Bronze Cross in 1945.

The General Post office commissioned Mr. Luciano Micallef for these stamps. At the time Malta
joined some 140 countries which had issued over 2000 stamps honouring the Scout Movement.

SOMETHING TO PONDER ON — FROM SCOUTER EMERITUS MR. LINO BONNICI.

Dear brother and sister Scouters,

Here is something to ponder when things go wrong and nothing seems

to come to your expectations. | have found this “Ode” in a Scout Leaders’
handbook, scores of years ago, and believe me reading it has urged me to
carry on with the good work we all do.

Copy and keep it in your Scout note book.

Ode to all Scout Leaders.

There isn’t any pay for you, you serve without reward,

The boys who tramp the fields with you but little could afford.
And yet your pay is richer, far than those who toil for gold,
For in a dozen different ways, your service shall be told.

You read it in the faces of a troop of growing boys

You read it in the pleasure of a dozen manly joys.

And down the distant future, you'll surely read it then
Emblazoned through the service of a band of loyal men,

Many years of willing labour and of brothering a Troop,
Many years of trudging highways with a scouty song and whoop,
Many years of campfire burning not alone for pleasure’s sake,
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But the future generation which the boys are soon to make.

They have no gold to give you, but when ages come to you

They'll give you back the splendid things you taught them how to do.
They'll give you rich contentment and a thrill of honest pride,

And you’ll see your nation prosper, and you'll all be satisfied.

NEW OAWRA SCOUT GROUP'S SCARF

With effect from the 1** May,
2009, Qawra Scout Group’s
scarf will incorporate an
additional design at the back.

While retaining the grey with

blue border colour scheme,

the inclusion of the St. Paul's

local council crest with the

local Malta scout logo will be

incorporated at the back of
the scarf.

The Group used the new scarf for the first time during the annual rally
that was held at Valletta on the 3" May, 2009. The grey colour of the
original scarf signified the Franciscan Conventuals while the blue St. that
of Paul's Bay community

GONE HOME.

Nhar il-Gimgha, 8 ta’ Mejju 2009 thabbret il-mewt tas-Sur Joseph Bonello fl-eta’ ta’ 96 sena. Is-Sur
Bonello kien I-ewwel GSL tal-ewwel Grupp tal-iScouts li twaqgaf gewwa Had-Dingli fl-1935. Dak iz-
zmien huwa kellu biss 22 sena. Bhala professjoni is-Sur Bonello kien ghalliem fl-iskola primarja ta’
Had-Dingli.

lI-funeral sar nhar is-Sibt 9 ta’ Mejju fit-3.30 ta' wara nofs in-nhar. ll-grupp taghna kien irrapprezentat
mill-Group Scout Leader u I-Leaders. Bhala rispett, it-tebut gie milquh bil-daqq tal-bagpipe kemm
gabel il-quddiesa kif ukoll fic-cimiterju. Is-Sur Bonello gie moghti wkoll is-salut mill-Buglers.

Is —=Sur Bonello kien attenda ghac-celebrazzjonijiet li kienu saru fI-2005 fl-gheluq is-70 sena mit-
twaqqif tal-Grupp.

Fir-ritratt huwa jidher flimkien mac-Chief Scout, il-Perit
Vincent Cassar, id-Deputy Chief Commissioner |-Avukat
Arthur Azzopardi, il-Group Scout Leader ta’ Had- Dingli
is - Sur Saviour Richard, u Group Scout Leaders ta'
Gruppi ohra mis-Central District.

Filwaqgt li naghtu il-kondoljanzi taghna lil
membiri tal - familja Bonello, inthom mitluba
li tiftakru fih fit-talb taghkom
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ANNUAL RALLY

What a day! May 3rd, was
to hold our 10th combined
rally formerly known as St.
St. Joan of Arc. The day
sky and promised more

Since half past eight,
Associations that make up
Central  Districts  started

The church was packed to
singing was done by the Malta

members. Mr. Stanley Spiteri,

Mount Carmel College Scout

Church to attend the
Thanks Giving Mass
concelebrated by Fr
Richard, archpriest of St.
Publius, and Fr. Anton
Briffa, our Commissioner
for Religious Dimensions.

Following Mass the
usual forming up
on the granaries
was effected in
record time as the
Mass took longer
than expected.

capacity.

Girl

the day chosen this year
Scouts and Guides annual
George’s Day Parade and
dawned with a cloudless
sunshine.

members from both
our two Associations’
going into St. Publius

This year the hymn
Guides Association

formerly Group Scout Leader of

Group was animator.

The order to march off was given at 10:45. By this time, H.E. Dr. George Abela, President and Patron
of the Association arrived and was introduced to many of the invited guests. Soon enough the sound
of drums was heard in the distance and HE took his place on the podium flanked by Mr. Vincent
Cassar, Chief Scout on his right and Ms. Rose Cassar, President of the Girl Guides on his left.

colourful spectacle that
front of him was very well
enjoyed by all who heard

The first Groups and Companies had by
now stated according their salute to H.E.
who kept on clapping and waving to the

young members and leaders alike. His

continuous remarks
regarding the
slowly unfurled in
welcomed and

him. Present also
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there were the Honourable Clyde Puli MP who was an ex Qormi scout in his younger days, and Mr.
Carmelo Abela MP who has never missed a rally.

The parade continued and amongst others one could see the Fellowship members taking part and
wearing their newly introduced Fellowship scarf, the Sliema Scout Group that was celebrating its
100" anniversary, and also the re appearance of the Gozitan Scout Group from Xaghra. The Gozo
District was for the very first time in many year marching behind its recently donated District flag.

The twenty scout Bands continued adding to the spendour and colour of the event and one could

hear and see both locals and tourists talking, clapping, encouraging, and taking photos.

Present also with us there were the would-be Leaders, young members and parents of the Gharghur
Scout Group that is in formation. Slowly but surely like all good things the parade soon came to an
end with people slowly making their way back home satisfied and happy that they were again
witnesses to such a yearly spectacle.

AWARD OF THE 100 YEARS OF SCOUTING IN MALAYSIA COMM EMORATIVE MEDAL .

The Scouts Association of Malaysia has awarded The
Commemorative Medal of Celebration of 100 Years
Malaysian Scouting to the new Chief Scout, Mr. Kenneth
De Martino, Chief Commissioner Mr. Godwin
D’Anastasi, Commissioner for Finance, Mr. Mark A.
Pizzuto, International Commissioner, Mr. David M.
Schembri, and I.H.Q. Auxiliary, Ms. Mariosa D’Anastasi,
in recognition of their contribution and service to The
Scouts Association of Malaysia.

A certificate in the Malaysian language signed by DATO SERI DR. HJ.SHAFIE HJ.MOHD.SALLEH,
National Chief Scout of Malaysia accompanied each medal. The Scouts Association of Malaysia
celebrated its 100™ anniversary on the 25™ April, 2009 with big events organised to mark the
occasion.
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The whole citation reads as follows:
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This is another honour bestowed on our members for their untiring efforts to further promote local
scouting internationally.

New Chief Scout and Council Members
Mr. Godwin D’ Anastasi and Mr. Robert Gonzi

The Scout Association of Malta has elected Mr. Kenneth De Martino
as Chief Scout for the next four years (2009-2013). The elections were
held on 2 June at Scout Headquarters in Floriana.

Mr De Martino joined the movement as a cub scout and has gone

through all the different ranks. Commenting on his election, Mr De

Martino said that during his term of office he will be striving to take the

movement to the next level and reinforce its position as one of the

largest NGOs in Malta. Mr. De Martino is presently carrying out also

the duties of Chief Commissioner until the next annual general meeting due in October, 2009 when a
new Chief Commissioner will be duly elected.

The new National Scout Council headed by Mr De Martino and who will serve a three year term [2009
— 2012] is made up of Messrs. Anthony J. Abela Medici, Kevin Camilleri, Martin Azzopardi, Leslie
Bonnici, Mark A. Pizzuto, George Mangion and Peter V. Degiorgio and Mrs. Avril Frendo,

The National Scout Council is the body that handles the policy, organisation and rules of the
movement and works hand in hand with all the Scout Groups and Commissioners of the Scout
Association in Malta. In the first meetings the Council appointed Mr. Martin Azzopardi as Deputy
Chief Scout, Mrs. Avril Frendo as Chairperson of the Policy Committee, Mr. Leslie Bonnici and Dr.
Kevin Camilleri as members on the policy committee (This committee shall also include 4
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representatives from the General Assembly — one for each district), Dr. Anthony J. Abela Medici as
Chairperson of the Awards Committee and Mr. Robert Gonzi as Honorary Secretary.

The council has also appointed 5 Trustees. These are the members responsible for present and
future movable and immovable property of the Scout Association of Malta. They also have Judicial
representation of the Association and are also the authorised signatories. The members are Mr.
Kenneth De Martino — Chief Scout; Mr. Robert Gonzi — Honorary General Secretary; Mr. Mark A.
Pizzuto — Honorary Treasurer; Mr. Andrew Cutugno — Member; Dr Therese Comodini Cachia LL.D. —
Member.

A Special Thanks to the former Chiefs and Council M embers

The Scout Assaociation of Malta would like to express its gratitude to the former Chief Scout, Mr. Vince
Cassar and Chief Commissioner, Mr. Godwin D' Anastasi for all their dedication throughout their 8
years of service on these posts. Our thanks is also extended to Mr. David Schembri and Mr. Paul
Vella for their 6 years of service on the National Scout Council. Thank you all.

Lands of Adventure Day winners recognized by Chief Commissioner
Mr. Tonio Axisa — Support Leader Zebbug Scout Group

Following the success of being the first Patrol ever from Malta, that placed 2" out of 75 other patrols
from 9 different European countries in the Land of Adventure Day Competition, the Chief
Commissioner Mr. Godwin D’Anastasi, invited the young members of the Cobra Patrol together with
their Leaders, Mr.Tonio Axisa and Ms.Carmen Spiteri from the Zebbug Scout Group at IHQ to present
each and everyone with a Certificate of recognition and appreciation.

Prior to the presentation, Mr. Godwin D’Anastasi in a short speech congratulated and thanked the
young boys and girls of the Cobra Patrol for the honour they managed to bring to their own Group
and above all to their Association. He then presented each and every one of them with a certificate
and a metal pin emblem that they have been authorized to wear on their uniform. The youngest
member of the Patrol was then presented with the official certificate that was sent to them from the
European Scout Region in Geneva.

Following the presentation, the Chief Commissioner, Mr. D’Anastasi insisted on the importance of
such participation by Maltese Scouts to increase the Scouting knowledge of different Scout Groups
around the world. Ms. Avril Frendo, Deputy Chief Scout was also present during the presentation. Mr.
D’Anastasi said that our Association albeit small in size was indeed lucky and proud to have so much
talent amongst its members.

Both Leaders, Mr. Tonio Axisa and Ms. Carmen Spiteri where also presented with the Chief
Commissioner Personal Award in recognition of their efforts beyond their call of duty during the 10"
Anniversary Celebrations of the Zebbug Scout Group that where held on Sunday 10™ May, 2009.

The young Cobra Patrol members namely Patrol Leader Nicholas Grech, Assistant Patrol Leader
Jade Gerada, and Scouts Daniela Spiteri Binett, Sarah Jane Spiteri, Amy Agius, Jurgen Camilleri and
Sean Spagniol together with their two Leaders and the Chief Commissioner then took a
commemorative photo prior to their departure. Well done all and keep it up.
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ST. JULIAN’S SCOUT GROUP EASTER CAMP
05 Ms. Carmen Muscat — CSL St. Julian’s Scout Group

The St. Julian’s Scout Group held their Easter Camp from the 7" to the 11th April at the Rinella
campsite. During this camp, the Pack section were shown how to do cushions that they could use
later during meetings at their Headquarters and which was a requirement to help them pass the
Homehelp badge. The cushions were first hand painted by the Cubs, then filled with pieces of foam
and finally stitched.

With the help of council member Ms. Anna

Debrincat, the young Cubs were shown

how to make coconut balls, a delicacy that

was enjoyed by the whole Group at

teatime. Invitations were also prepared to

be given to mothers inviting them for a

meal that will be organised for the Mother

& Child meeting in May. Preparations and
the menu will be made at St. Julian’s scout headquarters later on and nearer to the date of the event.
As an Easter present. they also painted a wooden egg cup.

On another day they were split in 3 sixes and each six had a different route to
follow round the streets of Kalkara. Instructions were distributed prior to their
departure and the children had to follow tracking signs. On arrival at the
campsite they had an egg hunt and a game with Flag semaphores. On Good
Friday they visited some churches, exhibitions and had time for some
meditation at the Birgu church. In the afternoon sand castle competitions
were held on the beach with some children braving the weather to take an
early dip in the sea.

The Troop section had pioneering projects, with the

young section making shoe racks and the older section
building a Trebuche. Canoeing was also another favourite with the kids taking
them around the harbour. On another day some of the troop built a camp oven
while another lot made muffins together with the help of Ms. Debrincat, which
they baked later in the camp oven. Together with the Ventures they also
organised a water balloon volley ball games.

The Venture Unit enjoyed cycling around

the 3 cities, besides abseiling and canoeing.

A power point presentation was prepared for the whole Group for
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday afternoon, featuring the
crucifixion of Christ based and compared to today’s hardships and
betrayals. On Friday around the fire a discussion took place
regarding what they had seen earlier, On Maundy Thursday the
night hike included visits to the exhibitions organised in the village.
The whole Group had a game of rounders that has now become
synonymous with every Easter Camp. Night games and night

hikes also featured on the camp’s programme. .

On the last night a campfire was organised. The Pack and Troop organised a stunt each and there
were sing songs involving also the parents.
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XAGHRA SCOUT GROUP CELEBRATES ITS FIRST ANNIVERSARY
m Mr. Vincent Vella — Group Scout Leader

The Xag ra Scout Group marked the first anniversary
since its re-activation last Sunday, 17™ May, 2009. The
event formed part of the activities in honour of St John
Bosco, the patron saint of youth.
The scouts marched from their headquarters to Xag ra
parish church where thanksgiving Mass was celebrated.
Group Scout Leader, Mr. Vincent Vella led all Beavers,
Cubs, Scouts, Ventures and Rover Scouts in renewing
their promise.

Sliema Scouts at Inspire Swimathon 2009

Mr. David Darmanin — GSL Sliema Scout Group

Sunday, 24™ May, three scouts from the 1st Sliema Scout Group
took part in the Swimathon Challenge 2009 organised in aid of
Inspire, The Foundation for Inclusion. Andrew Mercieca, Zak
Micallef and Alec Zammit swam a total of 4,450m, equivalent to
178 laps between them in 1 hour. The event was held at Razzett
tal-Hbiberija indoor pool, Marsascala. Sliema Scouts are this year

celebrating their centenary since the Group’s foundation. For more
information visit www.sliemascouts.net

Rinella Scout Centre
Mr. Mark A. Pizzuto — Commissioner for Finance

Parliamentary Secretary Dr. Jason Azzopardi, has forwarded the Malta Scouts Association a stretch
of land based in Rinella Valley at Kalkara, so as to be used for the members’ activities. Used as a
closed and protected area, children can do related activities with scouting. This land covers over 600
square meters and was forwarded to the Scouts with a much lower rent from its commercial value.

Dr Azzopardi reiterated that this was not the first occasion where the Lands Department contributed
concretely to the local Scouts and other organisations. The 7th Rabat Girl Guides have enjoyed from
similar initiatives earlier this year. During the same activity Dr Azzopardi visited another stretch of
land which is close by the same valley. Last October this land was donated to Genista Foundation for
afforestation purposes. The aim of this project is to reduce the negative human impact on the natural
habitat of this valley. Dr Azzopardi planted a tree to commemorate this event.

From the Rover Commissioner — Roverway and More
Mr. Edward Vella

Errata Corrige - Report on National Rover camp and Rover challenge 2009

In the last edition of the bulletin when reporting this year’'s Rover Camp
and Rrover Challenge, unfortunately we omitted to mention that the
Zurrieq Rover Crew also participated in the above mentioned events. We
hope that the Zurrieq Crew will forgive our shortcoming. Unfortunately
once we try our best, mistakes are possible. The Rover Commissioner
sent his sincere apologies for any inconveniences caused.
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The Maltese Contingent for Roverway 09 in Iceland

Most times we say time flies and so will be the 25 members from the Scout
Association of Malta whom will participate in the 3™ Edition of Roverway which is
going to be held in Iceland. The contingent is made up from the following groups:
Fgura, Birkirkara, Mosta, Tarxien, Lyceum, Zebbug, Rabat and Attard who together
will be representing Malta in this international event.

The participants were allocated into two different teams and in Iceland they will join other rovers from

different countries from around the world. The 12 day camp will be split into two main parts; the

journey and the main camp. Team A will set off for a journey in which the main activity is Ice climbing

while team B will be trained in the search and rescue area. The assigned journey for each group is

already being discussed via internet within the participants and each and every one of them is looking

forward to make new friends and fulfil their expectations. 5 members from our association have also
joined the international service team and will be
organising a walk in workshop. The main idea
about this is to promote our island in such a
huge international event.

The contingent is being prepared for this event
by various training sessions being held every
week. Other social activities included an
abseiling session, a pasta night, a pizza social
evening, fundraising bbq and a weekend camp.

The contingent led by Commissioner for Rover
Scouts Edward Vella will leave Malta on the 18"
of July and will return by the end of the month.

Zebbug Scout Group Celebrates 10 ™ Anniversary
10 Mr. Mark O’Neill - Cub Scout Leader
It was Monday 10™ May 1999, at about 4pm where Group scout Leader Ray Spiteri Binett and myself
(who together with Joe O’Neill are the only leaders still serving today of the original list of Leaders)

opened the doors of Villa San Filep in Zebbug to start recruiting any interested boys aged between
the ages of 8 and 14 who were interested the join the newly formed Zebbug Scout Group.

10 years have now passed and the Zebbug Scout
group decided to celebrate this special occasion on
Sunday 10™ May 2009. Celebrations started with a
Mass at 9.30 am celebrated by Fr Joe Mizzi at the
Sacred Heart Sanctuary, Zebbug. For the occasion the
groups of Siggiewi, Lyceum, Dingli, Attard, Hamrun
Santa Venera, Santu Wistin and Qormi forming part of
the Central District were present whilst the Group of
Birkirkara who could not be present sent
representatives for this occasion. Distinguished Guests
were also present for this occasion including the Mayor
and Local councillors, the president of the Group, the
Chief  Scout, Chief ~ Commissioner, District
commissioner and other Commissioners from Scout Association. A parade was followed passing
through three different routes until all three contingents regrouped next to the secondary school
where the whole contingent led by the Zebbug Scout Group marched down through Sciortino Street
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towards the Parish Square and back again to Sciortino Street towards Secondary School were on
their way the groups gave the salute to the distinguished guests.

A reception was followed for the members and relatives
of our Group together with the VIP's present at the
Group’s Head quarters where various distinguished
guests gave a short speech for the occasion. The chief
Scout presented seven Thanks badges to people who
gave a valid contribution in the past 10 years to the
group. Two leaders Mark O’Neill and Joseph Muscat
where awarded the Wood Badge (Gillwell scarf and
beads) after successfully completing the advanced scout
standard. These were the first leaders to successfully
gain the wood badge in the recent history of this group.
The Chief Executive also presented the Chief
Commissioner Personal Award to another two leaders,

Tonio Axisa and Carmen Spiteri in recognition for their success for leading the Cobra patrol to second
place in the Lands of Adventure Competition amongst 75 Patrols all over Europe.

News from the Victoria Scout Group
11 Ms. Anita Muscat - Cub Scout Leader

Scouts' Car Wash

The Victoria Scout Group held its annual Car Wash on Saturday
25th April 2009 from 8am to 8pm. During this time, Scouts and
other volunteers washed just over 160 cars and collected the sum
of around €1330. The proceeds were distributed between the
ARKA Respite Centre and a Gozitan family whose children
needed medical treatment in the UK. The Group would like to
thank all those who in one way or another contributed to the

success of this activity.

Family Outing

Presentation of Cheque to ARKA Director,
Rev. E. Curmi

For the third year running, the Group organized a family outing on a Sunday afternoon in April.
Around 70 parents, members and supporters attended. This time the location chosen was in the
limits of St. Lawrence with lovely views of the sea and cliffs as well as the countryside. The activity
started off with a small walk through narrow winding country lanes and ended up near the “picnic”
spot. At the end of this walk, refreshments were served.
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A well deserved reward at the end of the walk

The long and winding road

Tea, coffee, sandwiches, ‘figolli’ and cakes satisfied the hunger pangs brought about by the exercise.
It also served as an occasion for the adults to engage in leisurely conversation while the younger
members could run and play in the nearby fields. It was therefore an enjoyable afternoon for all those

involved.

Marsa Ex-Members Reunion Camp
12 Tony Merciega

For the third consecutive year, the Marsa Scout Group has
organised a Reunion Camp for its ex-members. It was
held at the Rinella South District Centre between the 26™
and the 29™ of June 2009 and was attended by eight of its
ex-members who were Alfred Micallef, Paul Sultana,
Gulinu Catania, Alfred Mallia, Tony Mercieca, Adrian
Scerri, Jesmond Scerri and Victor Martin. Also present
were GSL Savona, Hon. CSL Galea, BM Cutajar, CSL
Vella, ABM Zammit, AQM Meli as well as Troop Instr.
Borg.

The camp began with all the members helping to pull up
the tents at Rinella. Before dinner was served, the Group
Band led by BM Cutajar performed some tunes. Saturday
morning was spent swimming and rowing in the beautiful
bay of Rinella. We prepared some songs and sketches
which we then sang and acted out during the Camp Fire,
for which we lit a huge bonfire. We had a great time telling
jokes and of course, we were all waiting for CSL Vella's
famous song about the camp itself. On Sunday morning
we visited two museums in Birgu; the Inquisitor's Palace
and the Maritime Museum. Another dip in the sea could not
be missed and the evening’s highlight was the FIFA
Confederations Cup game between Brazil and USA.

Monday morning brought with it nostalgia for the past as
we reminisced on times gone by while ABM Charlie
Zammit inscribed the 3™ reunion’s dates on the special t-
shirts we reserve for this occasion. This camp was yet
another one full of several activities that made us
appreciate our Scouting skills and reminded us fondly of
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past activities. Lastly, a word of thanks to GSL Savona who was in charge of the Camp and Hon.
CSL Galea who took care of the food preparation. Hope we meet next year!

From the Training Department
13 Mr. Leslie Bonnici — Commissioner for Training & Program

Since our last Bulletin communication, the Department has been very active. We have completed the
Basic Adult Leadership Course, and for the first time ever, organised an official abseiling course. The
summer months, although usually quiet, will serve to give us time to prepare for the next round of
courses come October.

Basic Adult Leadership Course

The long-awaited third Basic Adult Leadership Course has been concluded. This was a well-attended
course with 42 participants from 22 different Scout Groups from both Islands. This edition of the
Basic Course has evolved further from the previous two, and proved to be extremely enjoyable, both
for lecturers as well as participants.

The very first Basic Course started off with sessions only being held on consecutive Monday
evenings. The second edition included one “day event” where five modules were covered. This time
the format was altered to include a weekend camp. This allowed for the course length be shortened
as many modules were covered in the weekend camp, and provided an opportunity for participants to
spend more time together and get to know one another better. This augured well for future editions of
the course.

The Department is now being kept very busy visiting the several joint activities that are being
organised as a result of the completion of the course. | would like to remind participants to inform
their Training Advisor (as well as myself) well in advance of their joint activity to ensure that the
Training Advisor will be available to visit the activity.

Standing Back Row: Joseph Matthew Muscat, Yasuhiko Urry, Jack Bartolo Parnis, Kirstin Sant, Giliane Abela,
Christopher Balzia, Raymond Abdilla, Joseph Abela Medici, lan Abela, Simon Corrieri, Cheryl Grech, Emanuel Cremona
Standing Middle Row: Tonio Axisa, Ryan Ellul, Raffaella Zammit Tabona, Sebastian Cachia, Josef Camilleri, Jason
Pace, Carmen Spiteri, Ramon Sant Hill, Jean-Marc Chapelle, Christine Buhagiar, Marica Grech, Mario Micallef, Hilary
Paul Agius, Darren Mercieca, Julian Muscat, Mark Sultana, Moira Camilleri

Seated: Lora Galea, Margot Pisani, Victoria Galea, Mary-Liz Baldacchino, Pat Marsh, Leslie Bonnici, Daniela Sultana,
Ruth Abela, Loraine Borg, Ninette Grech, Mario Cardona, Maria Magri
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Abseiling Courses

At the end of April, a land-mark course was organised by the Department in conjunction with the
Malta Red Cross — Gozo Branch — SART Team. The idea of organising this course has long been in
the pipeline as the lack of recognised certification for our Scouters was a situation which was not
ideal.

The course was open to adult leaders who were already well versed in abseiling techniques. Due to
the popularity of the courses, applications were accepted on a first come, first served basis and was
limited to two per Scout Group. Interest in the course was very high and two courses had to be
organised — one at the end of April and the other in the middle of May. Both were held over a
weekend in Gozo and all participants were hosted at Victoria Scout Group headquarters.

The course was split into two segments - theory and practice. The theory was conducted at the
Victoria Scout Group HQ whilst the practice was held at Dwejra, the Malta Red Cross — Gozo Branch
HQ and Hondoq ir-Rummien. The course content was highly informative and the practical sessions
were instructive for all concerned.

Certificates and other formal recognition material will be issued by the Malta Red Cross and will be
presented to all participants during a formal presentation ceremony to be held on the 16™ of July 2009
at IHQ, Floriana.
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Upcoming Events:

16™ July 2009 Presentation of Certificates for Advanced, Basic and Pathfinder Courses
Presentation of Certificates to Abseiling Course participants

Upcoming Courses:
October - Pathfinder Course

Please be advised that all prospective participants must have completed the Getting Started stage of
their training, and must possess of a valid First Aid Course Certificate by Registration date.

Mr. Adrian Farrugia — Commissioner for Cub Scouts
Revision of Cub Book

Following the Cub Scout Leaders’ Forum that was held earlier this year, my team and | have now
finally completed the revision of the Cub Book.

To date only the English Version has been completed, however it is hoped that by the end of the
summer the Maltese translation will also be finalised. Then all that will remain is taking it to print. |
have recently requested that Section Leaders inform me of the quantities they wish to pre-order — |
am still waiting to hear from a small number of leaders. Their prompt communication in this regard
would be much appreciated as it will help us move along at a quicker pace.

A meeting for all Cub Leaders is going to be held some time in August to explain the changes made,
update all present and to answer any queries regarding the revision.

National Cub Camp

As already announced, National Cub Camp is going to be held again. Following an absence of three
years (since the post for Commissioner for Cubs became vacant) we are hoping that we will pick up
where the previous Commissioner for Cubs left off and once again have a very healthy patrticipation
at this event. The dates are set - National Cub Camp will take place from the 30™ October till the 1%
November. It is hoped that participation at this event will be high and because of this it has been
decided to hold the camp at Ghajn Tuffieha Campsite. The campsite has had a major clean-up and
can easily accommodate the large number of participants. There is also ample space for all the
interesting activities planned during this weekend.

Plans for the camp are already well in hand, and the biggest problem for us right now is not knowing
an approximate number of participants. It would therefore help us greatly at this stage if we could
have a rough guide as to the number of Packs we may expect. We do not expect Section Leaders to
give us the exact number of participants, however if we could have a rough guide as to which Groups
intend to attend, this would be immensely useful.

At present we have just issued a call for volunteers (Rovers and/or Ventures) to help as Service
Teams for the camp. As always, whenever a large group of young members gather the more hands
available the better. Should anyone be interested in being of service, kindly download the application
form from Scoutkeeper and send it to me by email to the address indicated on the form by 18" July
2009. The NST is an opportunity to be part of the volunteer team that will help in the NCC' 09 -
together can make this event an unforgettable one for our cubs and also have a great time doing it.
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Dr. Kevin Camilleri — Commissioner for Scouts

Building Bridges through Scouting

During the long weekend of the 26th to the 29th June, the Ghajn Tuffieha Scout Campsite was a hive
of scouting activity as over 260 members and leaders took part in National Scout Camp 2009. The
Scout Groups that participated were Msida, Zebbug, Iklin, Attard, Rabat, Lyceum, Mosta, Sliema,
Stella Maris College, Birkirkara, St. Julians, St. Aloysius College, Hamrun, Siggiewi and Naxxar.

Zip Wire The rock concert

There were six main programme areas offered to scouts during the camp; The Zone, Global Village,
Challenge Valley, Treasure Island, Adventure Village and The Wall. The camp also included an open-
air mass by Fr. Anton and a live performance of the popular rock band Five Crown in the arena.

Despite the sweltering heat, participants braved their fear of heights to tackle the newly installed zip-
wire at the campsite and also tried their hand at the tricky crate-stacking event. The Challenge Valley
event pitted them against a mud-pit and that proved quite a challenge for some. The Wall activity
allowed members to create one large mural depicting different scenes related to the theme at camp -
building bridges through scouting.

Global Village was an event where scouts learned about the cultural and scouting traditions across
the world, and also got a taster of the Lands of Adventure Award offered by the European Scout
Region. At The Zone, held in one of the older barrack rooms at the end of the site, participants had a
chance to unwind in an informal atmosphere and have a discussion about themselves and the people
around them. Treasure Island was the activity that had participants running all over the campsite
looking for clues, taking bearings with compasses and seeking the answers to tricky questions.

Scouts who completed all of these activities together with a few others like service to the campsite, a
good deed and having a meal with another troop eventually completed the camp registration card and
were entitled to the camp badge.

A view of the campsite from above The Wall mural after completion
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All'in all the camp was a success because a large number of leaders pitched in and contributed their
time, dedication, equipment and long-weekend to the participants on site. For this we are grateful.

A team during Global Village The closing ceremony

From the Policy Committee
14 Mrs. Avril Frendo

The new Policy Committee is in the process of formation. Avril Frendo has been re-elected by the
Council as Chairperson. Leslie Bonnici and Kevin Camilleri have been appointed as representatives
of the Council. The committee now needs 4 further members which shall be elected during the
upcoming GSLs forum. Scouters who are nominated should realize that some time and consideration
has to be given to the tasks covered by the Committee. Others who attend meetings are the Chief
Commissioner and the Hon. Secretary.

Over the past three years the Policy Committee has passed resolutions covering drinking of alcohol,
smoking and abuse of drugs; the borrowing and lending of money; marching bands; physical, moral
and mental welfare of all members; and Group Scouters’ meetings. These resolutions are included in
the POR. The Policy Committee has also cleared a few issues raised by individual Scouters relating
to interpretation of POR and the guidelines issued by the Training Team in the Fact Sheets.

We now have the task of considering alterations to the Constitution of the Scout Association of Malta
and then later (if time permits) the rewriting of the POR. We would be grateful for any input or
suggestions Scouters would like to give us. It is of no use drawing up a document which is then sent
to the Groups for ratification as has been done previously, only to find that several Scouters disagree
with the final version after it had been accepted by the Council and the General Assembly and put
into print.

From the Administration Department
15 Mr. Robert Gonzi — Commissioner for Administration

With the help of a number of Scout Fellowship Members, IHQ is now open Monday to Friday from at
least 9am to 12pm (noon) — Possibly even Saturdays when they are available. Thanks to these
volunteers our association is now answering calls and queries and also welcoming visitors (mainly
foreign scouts visiting Malta as tourists. Eventually we shall be adding other facilities hopefully to
assist Groups needs as well. Keep tuned to be kept in the loop.

Also the department is doing its utmost to keep all Groups informed regarding all the opportunities
available and also regarding invitations that we receive as an association. With the current social fast
pace, information is frequently reaching us at short notice and email and web sites makes it much
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faster, easier and cheaper to distribute. On the other hand, if we had
to send you each piece of information as it comes in, we would end
up flooding your mail box with information that you might not be
interested in. All of this information is being made available on the
website www.maltascout.org.mt and www.scoutkeeper.net.

Today Scoutkeeper hardly needs any introduction as it is visited by
almost all leaders and a number of members as well. A recent
addition is worth nothing though. On the Resource page there is a
new section with minutes of IHQ meetings. This is being done to
keep all members in the loop.

As regards to the website, there is also a lot of information,
particularly on the home page articles, and on the 2 following pages:

The International page (Accessed by clicking on the WOSM logo
beneath the [guest]book icon on the left hand side of the home page):
http://www.maltascout.org.mt/SAM-International.html

The Announcements page (Accessed by clicking on the golden guy
with the megaphone on the right hand side of the home page):
http://www.maltascout.org.mt/SAM-Announcements.html.

The inernational page offers a variety of related information and also very interesting contacts,
travelling and exchanges opportunities (usually very cheap or even free). Check these out. Almost
all the images on the page are links to other information ages. Make sure you check the booking
deadlines as well. Also make sure you keep the international commissioner copied with any
correspondance. At the moment there is an interesting Vacancy. As some of you might be aware,
this year's European Region WAGGGS and WOSM's International Commissioner's Forum will be
held in Malta between the 19th and 22nd of November 2009. A vacancy for a small number of
French to English language interpreters has arisen. Adult members of the association proficient in
the French language, and wishing to offer their services as translators to fellow scouts and guides
during the said forum, are kindly asked to contact the SAM International Desk (attention
ic@maltascout.org.mt) in this regards.

The announcements page includes a number of invitations, events etc... that we receive from non
scouting organisations but which might still be of interest to our Groups and/or members. These
include notices relevant to our members and Groups from other local youth organisations, show
organisers, University of Malta and much more.

Please feel free to contact me on comm.admin@maltascout.com.mt if you have any suggestions to
make communication easier or about any other matter.

Editor; Godwin D’Anastasi & Robert Gonzi Article; in this 5“”93”
Island Headquarters, E. S. Tonna Square may be reproguce
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Floriana FRN 1480, MALTA quoted




