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POINTS TO REMEMBER
Lessons from Geese �

Fact 1:  
As each goose flaps its wings, 
it creates an "uplift" for the 
birds that follow. By flying in a 
"V" formation, the whole flock 
adds 71% greater flying range 
than if each bird flew alone. 

Lesson:  
People who share a common 
direction and sense of 
community can get where 
they are going quicker and 
easier because they are 
travelling on the thrust of one 
another. 

Fact 2:  
When a goose falls out of formation, it suddenly 
feels the drag and resistance of flying alone. It 
quickly moves back into formation to take 
advantage of the lifting power of the bird 
immediately in front of it. 

Lesson:  
If we have as much sense as a goose, we stay in 
formation with those headed where we want to go. 
We are willing to accept their help and give our 
help to others. 

Fact 3:  
When the lead goose tires, it rotates back into the 
formation, and another goose flies to the point 
position. 

Lesson:  
It pays to take turns doing the hard tasks and 
sharing leadership. As with geese, people are 
interdependent on each other's skills, capabilities 
and unique arrangements of gifts, talents or 
resources. 

Fact 4:  
The geese flying in formation honk to encourage 
those up front to keep up their speed. 

Lesson:  
We need to make sure our honking is encouraging. 
In groups where there is encouragement, the 
production is much greater. The power of 
encouragement (to stand by one's heart or core 
values and encourage the heart and core of others) 
is the quality of honking we seek. 

Fact 5:  
When a goose gets sick, wounded or shot down, 
two geese drop out of formation and follow it down 
to help and protect it. They stay with it until it dies 
or is able to fly again. Then, they launch out with 
another formation or catch up with the flock. 

Lesson:  
If we have as much sense as geese, we will stand 
by each other in difficult times as well as when we 
are strong.  
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From the Chief Scout
Kenneth De Martino  - Chief Scout 
 

Since taking office in June 2009 I had the opportunity to meet quite a number of young leaders, Group 
members and also IHQ staff who are all looking forward to the many changes within the Movement that we 
have all been talking about. I do admit that I feel a certain amount of responsibility as I feel that I need to handle 
the changes and rise to everybody’s expectations without in any way loosing out on what is traditional and what 
is still of benefit to our Association. Quite a challenge! 

The biggest challenge will certainly be the mentality change that we all need within our Movement. This is what 
will make us look ahead and understand that this great Movement that has survived for 100 years needs to 
survive for another long period of time and this will only happen if we remain relevant to youngsters who form 
part of the Scout organisation. I have no doubt that with all the support already given to me this will happen and 
we will all be able to organise ourselves better and everyone will also be able to contribute towards the change. 

I do admit that I am enjoying every minute of my time that is spent within Scouting and I look forward to being 
able to work with everybody for the sake of the Association we cherish so much. 
 

Gone Home
 
 

Akela St Venera Scout Group - Manuel Falzon 
Manuel joined the Group as a member of the Group Council.  He always wished to 
wear the uniform and his opportunity came in 1996 when at his request he was 
appointed ACSL to later on in 2000 become CSL.  During his thirteen years in uniform 
Manuel served with distinction in the Pack and many Cubs remember him as a cheerful 
yet wise Akela who was always there to encourage them forward.  He was a 
Woodbadge holder and also received the Medal of Merit.  This long service means that 
most of the Leaders of today passed through his leadership and therefore Manuel had 
a big part of what the Group is today.  Manuel has a special place in the Group and he 
will always be remembered. 

  
Paul Vella  

Paul was from a very young age a strong supporter of the Scout Movement and during 
his years spent in the UK he was an active member of the Basingstoke Scout Group. 
After having experienced Co-Ed in the UK and on his return to Malta, he participated in 
various scouting events with the Sliema Group and eventually moved to IHQ.  Paul gave 
his services for a number of years in the Training Dept and was part of the committee 
set up to introduce co-ed in Malta. He worked well with his fellow members of the 
Movement and always instilled discipline and a joyful environment. As a member of the 
National Scout Council he served for two consecutive terms and participated in various 
committees.  Very few are aware that Paul was great at camp fires and I can recall his 
days with Sliema when he was the ideal camp fire master of ceremonies. 

 
Both will surely be missed by their family and by many within the Scout Movement.  
    

For your Diary
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2009/10/09 - 10/11  National National Youth Event Waterfront Valletta 

2009/10/15 18:30 National 
Istrina Scouting  
Support Meeting (No. 1) IHQ 

2009/10/17 00:00 National JOTA/JOTI   

2009/10/21  IHQ Executive Meting IHQ 

2009/10/22  National Meeting for GSLs IHQ 

2009/10/24 08:30 National Rover Service Day Ghajn Tuffieha Camp site 
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2009/10/25 10:00 District District Church Parade Birzebbuga 

2009/10/27 18:00 National 
Venture Rally Meeting for 
VSLs IHQ Hall 

2009/10/30 - 11/01 18:00 National National Cub Camp Ghajn Tuffieha Campsite 

2009/10/30 - 11/01 17:00 District South District PL Camp 09 Rinella Scout Centre 

2009/11/05 18:00 National Trustees Mtg IHQ 

2009/11/11 18:00 IHQ  4th National Scout Council IHQ (Strangers gallery open) 

2009/11/14 - 15  Training Pathfinder Course Rinella  

2009/11/19 - 22  National International Commissioners 
Forum  

2009/11/28 - 11/29  National Scout Challenge 2009 TBA 

2009/12/07 18:15 District South District Scouters 
Meeting Pawla HQ 

2009/12/10 18:00 National Xmas Drinks IHQ 

 

From the Department of Training and Programme
 
 

Adult Training 
Leslie Bonnici – Commissioner for Training and Programme 

Hopefully by the time you read this article the worst of the summer heat would have passed!!!  It has been a 
long and very hot summer and despite this, behind the scenes, work carries on regardless. 

Due to the many commitments that leaders have within their own Groups – preparation and attendance at 
summer camp and summer-related activities for their young members - summer is never a time for attending 
courses at IHQ.  It is however a good time for planning the upcoming season though.  Come November, the 
Pathfinder Course will be held and due to the new format of this course, much background work has had to be 
carried out.   

As you know, once a new recruit joins the group as a helper/leader, in-house training is carried out.  With the 
help of the GSL as well as the Section, the new recruit is helped along to learn the art of being a leader within 
the Scout Movement.  For some helpers who would have come up from the Group’s own ranks, the idea of 
helping out on a regular basis within a Section is not as difficult as it may seem to a new recruit who has no idea 
of scouting.  Both are invaluable contributors to the Movement! 

From the experience gained from the previous three editions of the Pathfinder Courses, as well as feedback 
from the leaders themselves at Forums held in 2008 and 2009, a slight modification to the course content is 
necessary in an attempt to offer the new leader more information with which to work. 

Due to necessity, some leaders are thrown in at the deep end without the opportunity to gain necessary skills 
and knowledge, especially where basic scouting skills are concerned.  At the end of 2008, the Department had 
organised a Basic Skills Camp to try and address this situation.  Although this camp was well attended, it did 
not reach the target audience, i.e. those leaders new to the Movement.  Possibly this happened because new 
leaders were a bit reluctant to expose their knowledge/or lack of it in front of more experienced leaders.  We are 
trying to address this problem by amalgamating the Basic Skills Course into the Pathfinder Course.  In this way 
it is a level playground for all participants, with the added bonus that all leaders graduating from the Pathfinder 
Course would have definitely undergone a refresher course of Basic Skills. 

The new format Pathfinder Course 

The new format of the Pathfinder Course will consist of a weekend camp, starting on a Friday night, and right 
through to Sunday afternoon and will incorporate all modules – those of Basic Skills as well as the modules for 
the Pathfinder Course itself.  The weekend camp has again gained popularity amongst our trainee leaders, as it 
is an ideal opportunity for participants to get to know each other better and a good means of networking. 
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Therefore for those wishing to 
attend the upcoming Pathfinder 
Course, please ensure that you: 

·  register with the 
Department by sending in 
your completed Workbook 
prior to actual Registration 
(forms of the Workbook 
may be downloaded from 
Scoutkeeper – Resources 
Section) 

·  are in possession of a First 
Aid Certificate  

All GSLs and prospective 
participants have been notified 
personally of the exact date of the 
Pathfinder Course.  Should anyone 
have any queries about the above-
mentioned course, or any other 
difficulty related to Training & 
Programme, please do not hesitate 
to contact me by email on 
lesliebonnici@onvol.net for 
clarifications, or alternatively, give 
me a call. 

Presentation Night 

Thursday 16th July was a busy night 
at IHQ as over fifty leaders gathered 
for the presentation of course 
certificates.  Twenty-one leaders 
completed the woodbadge course 
and proudly received their scarf, 
beads and certificate.   

It is with satisfaction and great pride 
that I watch these leaders walk up 
the aisle, proud of their 
achievement, as they become full 
members of the Gilwell Troop.   

The graduating trainees who 
received the Woodbadge 
Beads, Gilwell Scarf and 
certificate:  

Mario Attard, Antoine Azzopardi, 
Jeremy Borg Grech, Mary Rose 
Bugeja, Jeffrey Cachia, Edith 
Camilleri, Jennifer Camilleri, Paul 
Camilleri, Daniel Cuschieri, 
Loredana Ida Desira, Joseph 
Farrugia, Roderick Galea, David 
Grech, George Mangion, Patricia 
Marsh, Caroline Portelli, Josefa 
Sant, Pierre Sant, Edward 
Sciberras, Antoinette Soler, Joseph 
Zahra. 
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Trainees who received the Gilwell Woggle and Basic Certificate: 

Raymond Abdilla, Giliane Abela, Ruth Abela, Tonio Axisa, Jack Bartolo Parnis, Lorraine Borg, Josef Camilleri, 
Moira Camilleri, Karl Cortis, Emanuel Cremona, Victoria Galea, Ninette Grech, Maria Magri, Darren Mercieca, 
Julian Muscat, Jason Pace, Kerstin Sant, Carmen Spiteri, Daniela Sultana, Mark Sultana, Yasuhiko Urry 

Trainees who received the Pathfinder Certificate:  

David Agius, Jean-Marc Bonello, Caroline Borg, Andre Camilleri, Alan Cini, Kristina Frendo, Corinne Gatt, 
Stefan Mercieca, Matthew Muscat, Charlene Pace, Victor Vella 

In addition to the presentation of Woodbadge Course certificates, we also organised the presentation of 
certificates for the Abseiling Courses that were held in April and May.   

These courses were organised by the Department in conjunction with the Malta Red Cross – Gozo Branch – 
SART Team.  The idea of organising this course had long been in the pipeline as the lack of recognised 
certification for our Scouters was a situation which was not ideal.  

Leaders who obtained their Abseiling Certification:  

Ian Abela, Julian Abela, Joseph Abela Medici, Naomi Attard, Sergio Attard Cassar, Aaron Azzopardi, Jonathan 
Azzopardi, Damian Baldacchino, Horace Bonavia, Alan Bonello, Alex Bonello, Leslie Bonnici, Joseph Borg, 
Mark Philip Borg, Jeffrey Cachia, Kurt Caligari, Caroline Caruana, Roderick Cassar, Simon Corrieri, Daniel 
Cuschieri, John Cuschieri, Paul Galea, Miguel Gerada, David Grech, Emanuel Grech, Felician Lanzon, Pat 
Marsh, Darren Mercieca, Joseph Matthew Muscat, Anton Pisani, Anthony Rizzo, George Said, Pierre Sant, 
Edward Vella 

Upcoming Courses: November - Pathfinder Course   

Please be advised that all prospective participants must have completed the Getting Started stage of their 
training, and must possess of a valid First Aid Course Certificate by Registration date. 

Cub Section 
Mr. Adrian Farrugia – Commissioner for Cub Scouts 

Revision of Cub Book 

As already communicated, the English version of the Cub Book is now finalised.  We are also pleased to 
communicate that the Maltese version is now at a very advanced stage of completion.  We worked hard to 
be able to send this book to the printers by the end of September.  A soft copy of the Cub Book can be found 
on Scoutkeeper  Cub Leaders were convened during September for meetings held by District to inform 
everyone about the changes within the new Progressive Scheme.  My invitation was also extended to all 
GSLs – their presence, participation and feedback at these meetings was in fact very very welcome. 
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The Part Scouts Have to Play  
(Message from Pope John Paul to the 17th World Jamboree) 

The Scouts... have a special part to play in building the future. The more conscious Scouts are of the noble 
ideals of their movement and the more united in friendship, the greater will be their contribution to breaking 
down artificial barriers and to creating a new civilization of solidarity, service, and love. 

 

Launching of 1 st Gilwell Park Scout Group
From Ms Lynn Peck - 1st Gilwell Park Membership Manager  
Reproduced by David Schembri – International Commissioner 

A new website has just recently been launched for 
Members of the 1st Gilwell Park Scout Group - 
www.1stgilwellpark.org  
  
All Wood Badge holders worldwide automatically belong 
to this Scout Group, which is the largest Scout Group in 
the World, and to which this website is dedicated. 

Within the website, one also finds a member’s area for those who choose to register at 
https://1stgilwellpark.org/resources/registration.a sp, which includes lots of exciting and useful information, 
namely: 

- History of Gilwell Park with lots of photos and images 
- Gilwell Park today including events and booking a tour 
- How you can support Gilwell and its future 
- Wood Badge course information from 1919 
- Gilwell Reunion information and photos 
- And lots more... 

All the Wood Badge holders worldwide and in particular within the Scout Association of Malta are being 
encouraged to visit the website and register their details, whilst staying in touch with Gilwell Park in the United 
Kingdom. 

Happy Scouting, 

Ms Lynn Peck 
The Scout Association  Gilwell Park, Chingford, LON DON E4 7QW 
Email - 1stgilwellpark@scout.org.uk 
 

 

National Cub Camp 

An Information Pack as well as an Application Forms Pack has been emailed to all Packs.  The Information 
Pack contains all the necessary information with regards to the camp (menu, programme, time schedules 
etc).  A briefing meeting and registration was held on the 22nd September 2009 starting at 18:00hrs at I.H.Q. 
during which interested Packs submited their applications and fees. 

I would like to thank all those Ventures and Rovers who have shown interest in joining us as National 
Service Team.  The number is still a small one and it would be great if more ventures and rovers applied to 
join the National Service Team for this weekend.  Should anyone be interested in being of service, kindly 
download the application form from Scoutkeeper and send it to me by email to the address indicated on the 
form. The NST is an opportunity to be part of the volunteer team that will help in the NCC' 09.  

For any further information please do not hesitate to contact me on my email address 
(adrian.farrugia@live.com).   

Together can make this event an unforgettable one for our cubs and also have a great time doing it! 
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Qrendi Scout Group EAD Award
David Schembri – GSL Qrendi Scout Group�
 

Following the success achieved by the 
Qrendi Scout Group during the European 
Road Safety campaign, especially in the 
winning with excellence of the 2008 best 
practices for NGO's, the Qrendi Scouts have 
been once again asked to partner the EU 
Commission in an education on a Drug Use 
prevention programme. 

The "European Action on Drugs" is a new 
Commission initiative and has the objective 
of highlighting the European dimension of 
the drugs problems by promoting 
partnerships and relations of mutual trust.  

 The EAD's aim is to build on the principle of 
‘shared responsibility’, encouraging 
everyone – be they groups or individuals, 
professionals concerned by drugs issues, or 
citizens – to commit to a specific action that 
addresses the problem in some way.  

On the invitation of the European Action on Drugs Commission, Cub Scout Leader Pamela Schembri from the 
Qrendi Scout Group travelled to Brussels on the 26th June 2009 to sign a cooperation agreement on behalf 
of the local scout group. 

The Commission further invited 100 
participants, from the 27 Member 
States.  

 At the launching event various other 
categories were also represented, such 
as National and local authorities and 
institutions, Associations and NGOs, 
European umbrella organisations and 
Companies of all sizes  

The event was be chaired by the Vice-
president of the Commission, Mr 
Jacques Barrot.  

By far another plus for the 
Qrendi community, as the Qrendi 
Scouts have shown that they too are 
doing their utmost in following their 
scouting motto, "Make a difference 
............ we do".  

Victoria Venture Scouts in “action” in Spain  
Darren Mercieca - Venture Scout Victoria Scout Group, Gozo.  
 

Gozitan Venture Scouts take Spain by storm through a  Youth in Action Project. 

 “It’s always a very nice experience going abroad and making new friends, but going abroad to deliver a 
message and making friends in a scouting ambient is even better”.   

So narrated Project leader Darren Mercieca on his return home following a YiA Exchange visit to Spain. 
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On the initiative and kind invitation of the Madrid Grupo Scout 217 MATTERHORN , members of Spain’s 
ASDE, four Ventures from the Victoria Scout Group and one from the Xaghra Scout Group, Stefan Mizzi, James 
Caruana, Gerald Mercieca, Deborah Sultana and project leader Darren Mercieca, were given the opportunity to 
attend a Youth in Action Exchange in Madrid entitled “ScoutArt”, held between the 27 June and 8th July 2009 

For twelve days, scouts from Poland, Turkey, Italy, France and Spain participated in numerous activities whose 
objective was to deliver to the general public, messages on current European issues, such as Intercultural 
diversity, Health, Environment and Youth Participation, messages delivered using visual and performing arts 
whilst involving as much an artistic impressions as possible.  

Participants were also afforded the opportunity to roam around Madrid, Escorial and Segovia, learning more on 
the history and different cultures, 
such the late eating habits and 
siestas of Spanish people.  

Taking the opportunity to thank 
the Gozo District Commissioner 
Lorrie Saliba and Xaghra Group 
Scout Leader Vince Vella for all 
their encouragement and 
support, the Gozitan Venture 
Scouts went further as to extend 
their gratitude to the Madrid 
Grupo Scout 217 
MATTERHORN, as well as to 
the scout participants from 
Poland, Turkey, Italy, France, for 
allowing them to help 
strengthening greater scouting 
ties and bonds of friendship 
between all the participants.  
 

Birzebbugia Scout Group visits Kanderstag
Chris Balzia - ASL Birzebbuga Scout Group 
 

A group of 20 scouts and leaders from the Birzebbuga Scout 
Group spent a week from the 18th to the 26th July in 
Switzerland at the Kandersteg International Scout Centre as 
part of the Group’s 25th Anniversary celebrations. 

Activities varied from a visit to the adventure park in 
Adelboden were abseiling and other similar sports were 
practiced, an interesting visit to the Capital Bern, 
breathtaking views from Harder Kulm in Interlaken and also 
seeing spectacular glacier waterfalls inside the mountain 

Lauterbrunnen - Trummelbach. 
Hiking was also included in a jam-
packed week of activities, of which 
hikes gave the opportunity to walk 
on glaciers and reach a total height 
of 2690m up a mountain. The 
surroundings offered great views 
and also helped out scouts to make 
new friends and exchange scouting 
material 

This was the second time that 
Birzebbuga Scout Group had visited 
this Centre having been there six 
years ago. 
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Roverway ’09 - Iceland
Edward Vella - Commissioner for Rover Scouts 
 

The most talked about day from the 
mouth of 25 Maltese Rovers from St 
Venera, Mosta, Attard, B’Kara, Lyceum, 
Tarxien, Zebbug Rabat and Fgura 
groups had finally arrived as they all 
gathered at the airport at 5am on 18th 
July to head to RoverWay 2009 in 
Iceland led my commissioner for Rover 
Scouts Edward Vella. After saying our 
goodbyes, we boarded the plane to land 
in Heathrow 3 hours later. Here we 
roamed around heading to places like 
Trafalgar Square, London Bridge, 
Thames River and Oxford Street.  

At 23.00 the first sight of Iceland was 
seen from the plane and by 23.15 we 
had landed. After waiting for the coach 
and hours of travelling we arrived at 
Hofstadaskool, one of Iceland’s 
University’s, where we spent our first 
night. 

3 hours later we up to have breakfast 
and head to Blue Lagoon. This was our 
first of the many adventures to come. 
The warm relaxing lagoon, together with 
its Sulphate chemicals for the good of 
the body were was quite enjoyable. In 
the evening we relaxed a bit and 
practised “The Maltija”. We also did a 
small party to Ian and Michael to 
celebrate their birthdays. We knew that 
he day after we had to leave for two 
separate journeys; ice climbing and 
Search and Rescue. 

The opening ceremony at Reykjavik was 
an experience that will never be 
forgotten. 3,000 scouts, 42 different 
countries all gathered in one location, 
singing songs, dancing and cheering. 
After some speeches we divided 
ourselves where one group headed to 
the destination of the journey. 

During Ice Rescue team B experienced 
how teams work in missions to help 
people in need of rescue. They were 
shown into helicopters and other 
vehicles that are used in such situations. 
The nights during the journey were 
unforgettable with scouts from different 
countries sharing songs, games and 
other scouting practices. The Maltese 
group also managed to organise a big 
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beach party for all those present during the 
journey with Glen being the centre of attraction as 
the house D.J. The group also carried out 
voluntary work by laying new turf at the entrance 
of the headquarters of the Search and Rescue 
team.  

During the Ice Climbing Journey we walked for 
about 8 hours, 20 kilometres on a mountain with 
quite some difficult terrain and strong winds to 
face. We went Ice Climbing, which was the 
highlight of the whole journey. It was the first time 
most of us had done this kind of sport so it was 
quite a fun challenge. Glacier walking with 
mesmerizing views and a campfire night that 
turned into a disco were also enjoyable moments. 
The last day of the journey was spent doing 
community service which included the carrying of 
buckets filled with soil up a mountain, cutting grass 
and shovelling. The rest of the day was spent 
relaxing at campsite, swimming in the heated pool 
and Jacuzzi and playing cards with the other 
Rovers. 

After the fourth day of the journey, we all gathered 
again at Althingi for the opening ceremony of the 
second part of the camp. It was nice to see and 
talk with the other Maltese about their adventures. 
The rest of the days were spent going from one 
village to another participating in different villages 
like Arty Party, where one could sing, do crafts, 
massages, design costumes out of plastic bags 
and drink healthy fruity cocktails. The 
Environmental Village where one could do 
Scouting Yoga, create stuff out of recyclable 
material, participate in discussions and taste shark 
meat. In the Viking Village one was able to try out 
sheep meat and salmon trout, cook popcorn, 
carve wood, start fire with flint and create 
accessories from leather and metal. PSST Village 
included a really tough obstacle course, a blind 
café where one had to locate biscuits and water in 
pitch darkness, walking with prosthetic legs, 
jumping on trampoline, taking part in discussions 
on AIDS and going into a rotating car. Sports 
Village had canoeing, obstacle courses, wall 
climbing, water paint ball, football, volley ball and 
Triathlons. In other words Athingi was a full four 
days packed with breath taking activities. 

During one of the days in Athingi, Ian Fenech 
participated in a forum held by the WOSM and WAGGS about how we can improve the Rover Programmes. 
Later he had the opportunity to present his workshop to all Rover Commissioners present at Roverway. It was a 
great opportunity for such a young participant from our country to represent so many rover scouts during the 
workshop.  

We also had a Carnival Day where we set up a Maltese stand and then danced “Il- Maltija”. Throughout the day 
we could also visit many other different stands to try out all types of food and read about different cultures. 
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The closing ceremony came about too quick. It was difficult to say goodbye to scouts you had been living with 
for the past 2 weeks. So while tears, smiles, e mail addresses and sad goodbyes where said, we knew that we 
would not be forgetting RoverWay anytime soon! 

Our last day in Iceland came and we did our final exciting adventure which was Wide Water Rafting. Getting in 
dinghy’s, facing huge waves, jumping off a cliff into 5 degrees water and playing team games to settle down in 
the Sauna and a hot bowl of soup and toast in the end. 

At about 3am the coach came for us and took us to the airport. At 7am we all waved goodbye to the flashing 
lights of the runway. We landed in Heathrow and after going round for some final souvenirs and lunch, we 
boarded the plane one last time for our home land. And so did our adventure come to an end at 00.30am on a 
Friday morning while trying to recount 12 days of adventure and fun to our family and friends! 

 

Marsa Scout Group Annual Camp
Tony Mercieca - Marsa Group PRO 
�
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Summer with the Victoria Scout Group
Anita Muscat - CSL Victoria Scout Group 
 

Summer Camp 2009 

Victoria Scout Group held its traditional Summer Camp 2009 in the pristine surroundings of Dwejra from 1st to 
8th August. This year the Victoria Scout Group shared its week-long camp with a Scout group from Nichelino, 
Turin. This Piemontese municipality is twinned with Victoria. The camp was a rewarding, fun-filled, and 
culturally enriching one. All the participants enjoyed 
a Scouting week crammed with activities and 
challenges.  

Besides hosting the group of 10 Italian Scouts, the 
Group was lucky to meet other Scouts from 
Messina, Sicily, and Tunisia during its summer 
camp. Scouting is indeed one big family 
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We were there. Lest we forget! 
The Group provided a guard of honour to Sir Allan 
Shaw, the last survivor of the oil tanker SS Ohio which 
was part of the Santa Maria convoy. At that time Mr. 
Shaw was an 18-year old seaman.  He is now 85 
years old and is the only crewman of this famous ship 
still alive. On his visit to Gozo in August, he laid a 
wreath on the War Memorial at Independence Square 
and visited the Gozo Cathedral which is dedicated to 
Santa Marija. During a prayer prior to the ceremony, 
those who contributed towards the war victory were 
remembered.  Memories of those days of devastation 
and despair were rekindled and those present were 
invited to reflect on the effects of war and work 
towards preserving peace. 
 
 

E-S.C.OUT by Xaghra Scout Group
Deborah Sultana  - obo Xaghara Scout Group 
 

After weeks of hard work Xaghra 
Scout Group received funds for its 
project E-S.C.OUT under ‘Action 
1.1: Youth Exchanges’ within the 
wider ‘Youth in Action’ 
programme of the European 
Union. E-S.C.OUT, acronym for 
European – Sports. Culture. 
Outdoors was an eight day camp 
held in Gozo between the 17th and 
24th of August. It encompassed 
within it activities which reflected 
the priorities of this programme; 
mainly European citizenship, the 
participation of young people, and 
cultural diversity which was 
reached through sports and 
intercultural dialogue. 

Twenty-two scouts and eight 
leaders from Portugal, Ireland, 
Turkey and Xaghra Gozo lived 
together and experienced 
adventure, new friendships and 
new activities, in a setting which is 
the truest symbol of a Maltese 
summer – Ramla Valley in Xaghra 
Gozo.  

The activities done during those 
eight days were many, some of 
which being pioneering, rafting, 
voluntary work, barbecues, 
scavenger hunts, campfires, 
discussions, beach games, 

international nights and visiting 
the President of Malta. Apart from 
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that there was swimming, baking in the sun, exploring Gozo’s beaches and caves, partying and having fun. 

During all of that the participants did not hesitate from integrating with each other, showing the rest of the team 
the beauty of their cultures, laughing together and having fun. Everything was shared during those days and 
nights, so much so that we started off as friends, but finished off as family. Tears were shed, and now that all 
our siblings from abroad left us Xaghra ones behind, we all know that no matter how much we miss those who 
are gone, we’ll always have each other. These eight days have proven to us that we can in fact do the 
impossible. We’ve only be open for a year and a half and we managed to solely create such an amazing 
project. This is what team work can do, and we all know that whatever happens, we’re all in it together.  

The Xaghra Scout Group wishes to thank all those that offered their assistance and support throughout this 
project, namely Chief Scout Mr.Kenneth DeMartino, Gozo District Commissioner Mr.Lorrie Saliba ,and the 
Xaghra Group Scout Leader Mr Vince Vella, together with the large number of adult Scout leaders, volunteers, 
family and friends. 
 

Survival Night: Mosta Rover Crew
Darryl Cassar  - Rover Mosta Scout Group 
 

Saturday 5 th September – Sunday 6 th September 
2009 

Eight members of the Rover Crew left for the valley in 
Mosta on Saturday afternoon, meeting at Lily of the Valley 
Secondary School at around 3.30pm. The aim of this 
activity was to serve as a training exercise for the 
upcoming Survival Expedition which the Crew is planning 
for November.  

The Crew took the passageway from near the school down 
into the valley where they scouted the area for a good 
location to spend the night. Once a good spot was found, 
the crew was split in teams of two members, and each 
team was to build a bivouac to serve as shelter for the 
night. Using logs, bamboo, raincoats and ropes, four 

different bivouacs were built. This covered the first part of the training exercise: Building a shelter. 

Later on during the evening, the Crew started fires and stoves and prepared some quick meals like pasta, 
noodles and soups. The plan for the next day was to cook without the use of stoves or mess tins, which would 
serve as the second part of this training exercise.  

As the night settled, it was clear that the 2 litres of water, which 
was the maximum allowed for this exercise, were not going to 
be enough. Two members of the crew went deeper into the 
valley to a location which was known to the Crew, “L-ispiera”, 
from which they collected some extra supplies of water. The 
water was then purified using water purification tablets.     

During the night most members tried to catch some sleep. 
However, the heat and insects made this almost impossible. 
Slowly the night passed, and at dawn the Crew started 
collecting wood and building fires to cook breakfast and lunch. 

 Another challenge was to light a fire without the use of 
matches or lighters. A member managed to light a fire using 
the Flint and Striker method the day before, and maintained 
the fire during the night. Another team managed to light a fire 
using a 9V battery and steel wool.  

Later, food was wrapped in aluminium foil and placed in the hot embers to cook. Some minutes later, the Crew 
enjoyed a backwoods delicacy made of meat, jacket potatoes and eggs.  At around 1.00pm the Crew packed 
their equipment, cleared the area and left the valley to return home. The purpose of the activity was to train 
some of the basic survival techniques which one can find in books, and the goals were successfully reached. 
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Maltese scouts and Leaders, together with Polish SA LTO Tutor 
Ms Luiza Czajkowska  (Donning the Santa Venera Scout 

Scarf), during their Polish Experience  

St Venera and Qrendi Scouts’ visit to Poland
David Schembri  - International Commissioner 
 

Youth in Action “Be visible” project 

A Scout Contingent comprising of five 
senior scouts accompanied by two 
scout leaders from the Qrendi and 
Santa Venera Scout Groups, traveled 
to Zakopane, Poland between  the 
12th and the 21st September 2009, to 
participate in another Youth in Action 
project. 

The Polish visit, saw the Maltese 
scouts partner the Polish Organizers 
SIR, and youths from Romania, 
Latvia, Lithuania and Poland, in a 
Youth Exchange entitled, “Be Visible”, 
whose aims were to Innovative youth 
participation in local communities, 
Reflection on European Citizenship, 
discovering common values, whilst 
promoting cultural diversity, through 
seminars, workshops and informal 
discussions. 

Trips to the Tatra Mountains National 
park, as well as to the World War II 
Concentration camps at Auschwitz 
and Birkenau, also formed part of the 
Action’s itinerary. 

A short three day extension to the Polish experience enabled the Maltese Scouts to visit the Wabel Castle in 
Krakow, the Salt Mines at Wieliczka, as well as to learn more on the great historic and cultural wealth of the 
region 
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